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A 
L E 1 R, 
To the Right Honorable 


The EARL of BATH. 


My LoRD, 


REAT Men are the Servants of the 
(3 Public; and therefore I ſhall make 
no Apology. for having laid your 
Lordſhip under a kind of Neceſſity of peruſ- 
ing this Letter, the Subject of which natu- 
rally led me to addreſs it to one whoſe Abi- 
lities as a Stateſman, altho' more generally 
known, as having been ſo long ſucceſsfully 
exerted in Defence of Public Liberty, are not 
a more diſtinguiſhed Part of his Character 
than is a fine Taſte, and a maſterly Acquain- 
tance with palite Literature. 


# 


To whom can I addreſs a Defence of MI. 
ton with ſuch Propriety as to the avowed Pa- 

tron of Milton? To whom ſhould I inſcribe 
FOR B my 


11 

my Obſervations on an Attack made on the 
Paradiſe Loft, but to your Lardſbip, to whoſe 
Encouragement and Generofity the World 
is indebted for an Edition of that Poem 
an Edition whoſe Splendor and Beauty do 


Honor to the Engliſb Preſs? 


Your Loraſbip in vain retireth from public 
Buſineſs: For after the Storms of Party Rage 
are ſubſided, we follow you to the Shade 
glad to court your Approbation, and to ſubmit 
to your Judgment the Merits of a Contro- 
verſy, which you, of all others, have the beſt 
Right to decide, if we conſider. the Subject 
of it, and which you, of all others, are beſt 
qualified to decide, if we conſider your Abi- 


ties. 


Some time after the Publication of Dr. 
Nereton s. Milton, a Book appeared under the 
Title of an Eſay on Milton's Uſe and Imitation 
of the Moderns in bis Paradiſe Lat; a Book 
written with an expreſs Intention to depre- 
ciate Milton's poetic Abilities, and the Au- 
thor of which pretendeth to have made ſuch 
Diſcoveries, as ought to induce the World 
no longer to revere the Author ob Paradiſe 
Loft as an exalted Genius, but to. deſpiſe him 
as an an unlicenſed Plogiery. Your Lord/iup will 


there» 


131 
therefore, I flatter myſelf, indulge me while 
I make ſome Remarks on 4 Performance, 
which promifeth ſach mighty Matters, and 
which thieateneth to ſtrip our great Coun- 
try man of thoſe Laurels that have fo long 
been thought his Due.—It is hot from any 
Ambition of commencing Author, that 1 
have been induced to addreſs myſelf to your 
Lordſhip in this public Manner; but from 
this one Motive, that the Worid is ignorant of 
Jome Feds, the Knowlege of which is neceſ- 
ſary before we can enter into the Merits of 
the Controverſy between Mi/on and his Cri- 
tic. And as I have been ſo lucky as to corie 
at the Knowlege of thoſe Facts, I think my- 
ſelf obliged, in ſtrict Juſtice, to make them 
public; encouraged by this Conſideration, 
that as they are of a very extraordinat᷑y NA- 
ture, I have Reaſon to hope that your Bord- 
Nip will overlook with Candor my unſkelful 
Manner of repreſentin g them. 


But before I mention to your Lor4/hip 
what theſe Facts are, ſuffer me to preluiſe a 
few generat Obſervations; which may tothe 
n r Uſe: in erm en 


The Reßerion that ininediately Gecucrts 


to nes en peruſing our Critic's Eſſy was this: 
| B 2 That 
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That he deſerved the Thanks, and ought to 
meet with the Encouragement of the Public, 
as having been the firſt who diſcovered that 
Milton had, in the Compoſition of his Para- 
diſe Loft, been aſſiſted by ſeveral modern Au- 
thors, whoſe Works, nay whoſe very Names, 
if once known, had long been ſunk in Ob- 
livion. His Imitations of the ſacred Writers, 
of the ancient Poets, and of the modern Tra- 
lian ones, have been often taken Notice of 
by thoſe who have commented on him. But 
that he owed any Thing to Maſenius the Je- 
fuit, to Taubmannus a German Profeſſor, or to 
Stapborſtius a Dutch Divine, had till now 
. eſcaped the Penetration, and eluded the 
Search of the Learned. This Diſcovery I 
thought to be the entire Property of Mr. 
Lauder; and a Diſcovery in any Branch of 
Literature, however trifling in itſelf, ought 
always, and generally doth. to * onor to * 
Diſcoverer. | 


But however willing I was to do Juſtice 
to Mr. Lauder's Labors, yet was I far from 
thinking that he made any Diſcoveries which 
can be of ſuch Efficacy, as to leſſen that Tri- 
bute of Veneration ſo long paid to the Au- 
thor of Paradiſe Lat. And if your Lordſhip 
will * I ſhall —_ the Reaſons for my 
; being 


LT] 
being of Opinion that the warmeſt Advo- 
cate for Milton may readily grant all that 
his Zoilus contendeth for, and yet be able to 
defend the Genius and poetic Talents of 
his favorite Author to Advantage ; that he 
-may grant that he did borrow, and yet 
ſnew that this ought not. to detract from 
his Fame; in a Word, that he may allow 
the Truth of Lauder's Charge, and yet deny 


the Conſequences that he ſeemeth to draw 
from it. | 


Our Critic chargeth Milton with having 
borrowed both the Plan of his Poem, and al- 
ſo particular Sentiments : Suppoſe the Charge 
made good—yet, will it follow that his Pre- 

tenſions to Genius are diſproved ? The ſame 
Charge may be brought againſt Virgil, and 
1t may be objected to his Claim to a diſtin- 
guiſhed Seat on Parnaſſus, that ſcarcely a 
Page of his Æneid can be inſtanced, where 
we do not meet with ſome Imitation of the 
Thad or Odyſſey. Do the Admirers of Virgil 
.deny the Charge?—No: but think that their 
high Regard for his Poem, is perfectly con- 
fiſtent with their admitting that its Author 
. borrowed Hints from Homer. And ſhall the 
Character of the Engliſoman be depreciated 
for doing what is thought no juſt Cauſe to 
wit 8 | | detract 


TAJ 
detract from the Fame of the Roman? 
Scarcely an eminent Writer can be inſtanced 
who hath not been indebted to the Labors 
of former Authors; but how abſurd would 
it be to urge this as an Argument that there 
is no Merit in their Productions? For as one 
may be what is called an original Writer, 
and yet have no Pretenſions to Genius, ſo 
another may make uſe of the Labors of 
former Authors in ſuch a Manner as to ſa- 
tisfy the World of his own Abilities. There 
may be ſuch a thing as an original Work 
without Jrvention, and a Writer may be an 
Imitator of others without Plagiariſm. 


as But as Authority will always weigh more 
than Aſſertion, and often more than Argu- 
ment, I think I cannot take a more effec- 
tual Way to confirm and eſtabliſh what J 
advance,. than to bring up, as an Evidence, 
the great .Longinus. What then is s Opi- 
nion? So far is he from thinking that Imi- 
tations of old Authors detract any thing from 
the Merit and Genius of thoſe who have re- 
courſe to them, that, on the contrary, he ex- 
prefily layeth down the Imitation and Emu- 
lation of the former great Writers and Poets, 
as one of the Ways that leadeth to the Su- 
dle. This he particularly illuſtrateth bY 

the 
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the Example of Plato, who, he faith, imi- 
tated Homer more cloſely than Herodotus, 


Steſichorus, and, Archilochus had done before, 


and drew from the copious Stream of that 
Poet, ten Thouſand. Rivulets to enrich his 
own Works. And this Proceeding, addeth 


be, is not to. be looked upon as. Ao pn, 
but (as I find the Paſſage tranſlated by 


Smith) an Imitation of the fineſt Pieces, or cu- 


pying out thoſe bright Originals, in Methods 


confiftent with the niceſt Honor *. And if Lon- 
ginus be ſo far from looking upon Imitation 
to be Plagiariſm, as to recommend it as one 
of the Sources of the Sublime, and to praiſe 
Plato for his Obſervation of this Rule, who 
will venture to aſſert that Milton s Imitations 
in his Paradiſe Loft detract any tuns from 
the Merit of the Poem? 


But it is not merely from Writers of the 
firſt Claſs, that an Author may convey Beau- 
tics. into his own Work. Amidſt unprofit- 


| dere, Fo por Frog & 0 tp (Plato) 1 gerede lui æalau- | 
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able Weeds, the moſt fragrant F Böer the 
moſt valuable Plant, may ſpring up: And 
there may be in Productions deſtitute of Ge- 
nius, ſomething worthy of the Imitation of 
the moſt maſterly Writer, ſomething which 

he may convert to his own Uſe, by dragging 
it out of its Obſcurity and tranſplanting it 
into a better Soil, where it may be improv- 
ed itſelf, and where it may add freſh Beauty 
to a Scene already beautiful. A good Writer 
will exerciſe his Right to Imitation, in ſuch 
a Manner as to convince every one, that his 
having Recourſe to it, is not the Effect of 
Sterility of Fancy, but of Solidity of Fudg- 
ment. He will borrow only to ſhew his own 
Talents in heightening, refining and po- 
liſhing all that is furniſhed to him by others, 
and thereby ſecure his Character as a fine 
Writer, from being confounded with that 
of the dull Copyer. If his Touch convert baſe 
Metal into Sterling Coin; if from amidſt 
indigeſted Heaps of Dulneſs he can extract 
the only ſhining Thought, the only ſtriking 
Image; if he can ſo change and new- model 
what he borroweth, as to add a Dignity of 
Language and Propriety of Epithet to Senti- 
ments cloathed by their Original Author in 
the meaneſt Garb; —if an Author borrow- 


eth in ſuch a Manner, the Skill fhewn in 
making 


1 | 
making ſo judicious an Uſe of the Labors 
of others, alloweth the Reader no Time to 
give them any Share of the Praiſe; and 
leadeth him to this Concluſion, that tomake 
a prudent and ſkilful Imitation, to accom- 
modate it ſo as to make it correſpond ex- 
actly to the preſent Occafion—and to drop 
it when the Proſecution of it would com- 
mence 1mproper, are Marks of Genius and 
Capacity, far from being contemptible. 


The above Reflexions will, I think, ſufe 
| ficiently obviate the Conſequences that Lau- 
der ſeemeth to draw, to the Prejudice of Mil- 
tons poetic Merit, from his having imitated 
the Writers whoſe Names are now brought 
to Light, in ſome of the Sentiments, Similies, 
Speeches and Deſcriptions in the Paradiſe 
Loft. The other Part of the Charge——his 
having borrowed the Plan of bis acht 
cometh next to be conſidered. 


Now, my Lord, were we to admit the 
Truth of this Charge, yet ſtill I ſee no Rea- 
ſon for making the wild Concluſion that Ml. 
tons Pretenfions to Genius are overturned, 
or that his Critic can be warranted to call 
him, as he doth, an * nt Plagiary. 
9 — s Eſſay, Page . 63. 


Had 


TT 

Had he produced in any of his Authors 

a Poem where Milton s Plan of the Paradiſe 
Loft is ſketched out ſo as to make a tolerable 
Likeneſs; had he ſhewn that the Engb/b 
Poet found the Edifice already built, and had 
no Merit but that of repairing and adorn- 
ing it, then, indeed, I grant we ſhould have 
had no Reaſon for looking upon him as en- 
dowed with any Superiority. of Genius; we 
ſhould ſcarcely have regarded him in any 
other Light but that of a Tranſcriber. But 
this our Critic hath not done; this he could 
not do. He is at the Pains to tranſcribe the 
Contents of Maſenius's Poem, and the Mar- 
ginal Notes, which give us a complete Idea 
of a Performance repreſented by him as the 
Ground-work of Milton's Plan.—Now who- 
ever will take the Trouble to compare the 
Plan of the Paradiſe Loft with the Analyſis 
of Maſenius given us by Lauder, will ſcarce- 
ly find any other Reſemblance but what 


unavoidably atoſe from Writing on the 


ſame Subject, and from having had the ſame 
Materials to work upon the ſacred Vo- 
lumes.— And even our Critic himſelf, when 
he would inſtance the Particulars in which 
Milton's Plan is the ſame with Maſenius s, 
can mention only the infernal Council or Pau- 
dæmonium, Lucifer s Habit and Chariot, the 


Fight 
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F. gh of the Angels, with the Excurſion of the 
fallen Spirits from Hell *. Let us admit then 
that Milton hath taken theſe Hints from Ma- 
ſenius, that he hath borrowed his Death and 
Sin from John Fox +, his angelic War from 
Taubmannus t, and other Members and Epi- 
ſoedes of his Paradiſe Loft from others; yet 
while the Compoſition of the whole Plan, 
the Connection of the ſeveral Parts, and the 
Reference that they bear to each other are in- 
diſputably all his own, his Pretenſions to Ge- 
nius will remain unſhaken. Invention is the 
principal Ingredient in our Idea of Genius; 
and that Milton was not deficient in Inventi- 
on, but bleſt with an uncommon Strength of 
Fancy and Extent of Imagination, is obvious 
from the admirable Manner in which he hath 
diſpoſed, ranged and united, fo as to have a 
proper Place in his Plan, detached, incohe- 
rent Hints; and from his having ſo joined 
together the Materials which were ſupplied 
by his own Fancy, and thoſe ſcattered with- 
out Order in the Writings of others, as, out 
of them, to form a regularly digeſted Plan, 
which, however ſome of the Members of it, 
ſeparately conſidered, may be borrowed, is, as 
to the Compoſition of the whole, entirely new. 
An Architect who doth nothing but copy a 
* Lauder's Eſſay, p. 22. De. p. 115. 1D. p. 136. 
C9 Plan 
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Plan of an Edifice out of Palladio, giveth no 
Proof of his Skill; but if he hath united the 

Beauties of many Palaces erected by other 
Maſters, ſo that they ſhould all have a Place 
in One; in this Caſe we cannot refuſe own- 
ing him as a ſkilful Architect, becauſe his 
connecting together Beauties originally de- 
tached from each other, and his working 
them up into One uniform Deſign, is a Proof 
of his Capacity, and maketh the Plan to be 
an Original, and his own, altho' the ſeparate 
Members of it be Old, and borrowed. 


Thus, my Lord, if there be any Weight in 
the foregoing Reflexions, the Truth of the 
Charge brought againſt Milton by our Critic, 
and which he foohſhly thought big with 
ſuch mighty Conſequences, will appear to 
detract little or nothing from the Merit of 
the Paradiſe Loft. 


| But if Milton hath been ſo much indebted 
to Mr. Lauder's Moderns, why doth he fo in- 
duſtriouſly conceal it ?—Admitting that he 
hath induſtriouſly concealed it, what will 
follow? It may bring him in guilty of Di. 
ingenuity, but ought not to brand him with 
Plagiariſm ; 1t may leſſen our Regard to the 
Man, but doth not deſtroy his Reputation 
| as 


1 
as a Pogt,—But is there any Foundation for 
this Charge, that Milton hath induſtriouſly 
concealed his being aſſiſted by others? Yes, 
ſaith our Critic *, he has in the moſt expreſs 
Terms, in the beginning of his Work, diſclaim- 
ed all Manner of Aſfiſtance and Help in com- 
poſing his Poem, by aſſerting that his Muſe 
purſues 


Things unattempted yet in Proſe or Rhime. 


Now I ſhould be extremely glad if Mr. Lau- 
der would take the Trouble to prove that this 
Line of Milton implieth, what he would have 
us believe, adiſclaiming of all Manner of Hel 
and Aſſiſtance in compoſing the Paradiſe Loft. 
Wet us keep to the ſtrict, grammatical Senſe 
of the Line, and it will appear that Milton 
might make this Boaſt without any Diſinge- 
nuity, and without any Intention of deluding 
the World into a Belief that he was more of 
an Original Writer than he really is. For if 
there be ſo much as one Part of the Plan of 
Paradiſe Loft, if there be but one Epiſode, or 
even one Sentiment in that Poem, the Work 
of Milton's own Fancy (and even Lauder 
himſelf will not, I believe, deny that there 
are ſome Things new in the Paradiſe Loſt) 
this intitled him to ſay that he ſung Things 

0 Lauder's Eſſay, P. 74. 
| _—_ 
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unattempted yet — Had Millon aſſerted that 
his Subject was unattempted yet in Proſe or 
Rhime, then indeed the Charge of Diſinge- 
nuity might have had a Foundation. But 
there is a wide Difference between ſaying 
that he ſingeth Things unatiempted yet in Proſe 
or Rhime, and ſaying that the Subject of his 
Poem is entirely new, and had never been 
thought of before. The Subject of the Para- 
diſe Loft is as Old as the ſacred Volumes; and 
therefore, if the Line in Queſtion is to be un- 
derſtood as our Critic interpreteth it, NI. 
ton, by it, diſclaimeth the Aſſiſtance of the 
Scriptures as much as he diſclaimeth the 
Aſſiſtance of Lauder's obſcure Moderns. But 
ſurely this could never enter into his Head; 
becauſe whoever took the Paradiſe Loft into 
his Hands, could not but immediately per- 
ceive that it owed its Original to the Scrip- 
tures, and to the Fall of Man as there re- 
lated. Sx 460 | 


Or were we even to allow that all the con- 
ſtituent Parts of Milton s Plan are borrowed 
(tho this is far from being the Caſe) yet, 
even on this Suppoſition, his uſing of the 
Line objected to could be defended; he might, 
even then, have ſaid, without any Impeach- 
ment of Truth, that he ſung Things RR 
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ed yet in Proſe or Rhime, becauſe, as I have 
pc obſerved, the Compoſition of the 
Plan of his Poem is all his own, and mak- 
eth it really an Original Work, A Phylician 
who by the judicious Junction and Mixture 
of ſeveral Drugs compoſeth a Pill or an E- 
lectuary of a ſovereign Efficacy in certain 
Caſes, would have Reaſon to complain of 
hard Treatment, if the World refuſed to 
look upon him as the Original Inventor of 
this Medicine, merely becauſe the Ingredi- 
ents that compoſe it were already of Uſe in 


Phyſic. The Compoſition of theſe Drugs, 


which, ſeparately taken, could have been of 


no Uſe, into one, well-proportioned Maſs 


that hath a ſanative Virtue, —jultly intitleth 
the Contriver of it to the Honor of being an 
Inventor—and it would be ridiculous to ac- 
cuſe him of Diſingenuity for calling his Me- 
dicine entirely new. In the fame Manner it 
is Equally ridiculous to refuſe to look upon 
the Paradiſe Loft as an Original Poem, mere- 
ly becauſe the unſhapen Materials, out of 
which it was compoſed, lay ready for Milton 
to make ule of. 


Beſides; Milton's Boaſt that he ſung Things 
eee yet in Proſe or Rhime, may be © 
tended from this one Conſideration, that he 
SW was 
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was the firſt who ventured upon ſuch a Sub- 
ject in our Language, — and that no Engl;/þ 
Poet before him, had made the Fall of Man 
the Ground-work of an Epic Poem. Surely 
he had as good Pretenſions to make this 
8 Boaſt, as Lucretius had to ſay 


Avia Pieridum peragro loca, nullius ante 
Trita ſolo *. 


' Lucretius had before him, whe he com- 
poſed his Poem, the Works of the greateſt 
Maſters of the Atomic and Epicuræan School, 
and all that is his own is the new Dreſs 


in which he hath cloathed the Sentiments 
of his Sect. 


| Firgil in his Georgie boaſteth to the 
Tags P urpoſe 


me Parnaffi deſerta per adus dulcis 
e 0 amor: juvat ire jugis qua nulla priorum 
wy divertitur orbita clivo t. 


eum what other Foundation bath Virgil 
for this Boaſt but that he was the firſt of the 
Latin Poets who wrote on the Subject of 
Agriculture ?—Heficd, it is well known, had 
long before treated of the ſame Subject in 
Verſe; and how much the Roman oweth to 
the Greek Bard, need not be confirmed by 
particular Inſtances. 5 
l Luraius Book I. I. — nde Labs, 

| Horace, 


„ N 

But perhaps the Critic of the Paradiſe 
Loft thinketh it a Piece of Diſingenuity that 
Milton did not expreſsly acquaint the World, 
what Authors he imitated or borrowed from, 
in compoſing of that Poem. Now, I ſhould 
1magine, that it were a ſufficient Anſwer to 
this, to aſk Lauder, whether it was not a 
Piece of Diſingenuity in himſelf, that he did 
not expreſsly acquaint the World whoſe Aſ- 
ſiſtance he had in compoſing his own Eſſay? 
With regard to Milton, there was nothing 
ungenerous or criminal in his omitting to 
do this, becauſe if he borrowed any thing 
from other Authors, theſe Authors were al- 
ready in the Hands of the Public. The Books 
which a Man readeth, unavoidably give him 
a Turn of thinking correſpondent to them, 
and the Sentiments he meeteth with there in- 
ſenſibly become his own ; ſo that in expreſ- 
ſing his own Ideas, he naturally runneth into 
Imitations of his favorite Authors. But is 
it neceſſary that he ſhould, upon every Oc- 
caſion, tell his Readers, here I imitated Plato 
—there Cicero was of Uſe—this Sentiment 
was - furniſhed, to me by Homer—and that 
was borrowed from Virgil? This were a 
Work as endleſs as it is unneceſſary, and what 
no Author ever hath executed. For it is one 
of the moſt capital Points labored by Com- 


D 2 mentators, 
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mentators, to point out and diſcover thoſe 


Paſſages of their Authors which have been 
imitated from the Works of others. Virgil 
hath imitated Theocritus, Hefrod, Homer, En- 
mus, Lucretius, and others very freely, but 
where did he ever expreſsly acquaint the 
World that he hath done this? Men of 


Learning, he knew, could find out the Paſ- 


ſages imitated, and accordingly he left that 


Province to them.—In- the ſame Manner, 
Part of Milton s Plan, and alſo particular 


Sentiments, to be met with in his Paradiſe 
Loft, have been borrowed from the Scrip- 


tures, from the ancient Poets, and, if Mr. 


Lauder will have it fo, alſo from his Mo- 
derns. But was Milton under any Obliga- 
tion to acquaint his Readers, when and where 
he was thus indebted to them? And can 
his not having done this be called an induſ- 
trious Cancealment of his Helps, be termed 
highly ungenerous, nay, criminal to the laſt 


Degree, and abſolutely unworthy of any Man 


of common Prabity and Honor? None but 


dur Critic could draw ſuch Concluſions. — 


The pointing out of thoſe Paſſages in the 
Paradiſe Loft, which Milton hath imitated 
from former Authors, hath been the Em- 
ployment of his greateſt Admirers—who, 
ander, Page 162-163. 

ow, thereby, 
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thereby, thought they only raiſed his Cha- 
racer the more, by the more diſplaying his 
Learning. Little did they dream that this 
their Labor could ever be urged as an Argu- . 
ment to depreſs the Merit of the Poem which 
they meant to recommend, or be ſo wreſted 
as to, lay Foundation for an Accuſation of 


Diſingenuity and Plagiariſm Want its Au- 
thor. 


And now, My Lord! having ſhewn that 
Milton's Boaſt, that he ſung Things unattempt- 
ed yet in Proſe or Rhime, hath been, without 
any Reaſon, urged by his Critic, as an induſ- 

trious Concealment of bis Helps, and a peremp- 
tory diſclaiming of all Aſſiſtance, ſuffer me to 
take Notice of the following ſtrange and in- 
judicious Aſſertions; © That Mankind by 
« giving too implicit a Faith to this bold 
« Afſertion of our Poet, that he ſung Things 


« wnattempred yet, have been deluded into a 


e falſe Opinion of Miltons being more an 
Original Author than any Poet ever was 


<« before him; that this Opinion and this 


« only has been the Cauſe of that infinite 


Tribute of Veneration that has been paid 
* him theſe ſixty Years paſt. Hence ſo ma- 


* ny Editions, Tr anſlations, Commentaries, 


ar 


Lives, 


A. 
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Lives, Encomiums, Marble Buſts, Pictures, 
© Gold and Silver Medals *”. 


Now, with what Shadow of Truth can 
the Critic of Milton aſſert, that the infinite 
Tribute of Veneration paid to him hath a- 
riſen from Men's Ignorance of his having 
been indebted to the Aſſiſtance of other Au- 
thors in the Compoſition of his Poem, when it 
is an indiſputable Fact, that thoſe very Per- 
ſons who have done more than any body elſe 
to raiſe and extend his Reputation, have been 
the principal Diſcoverers of his Imitations? 
Long before Mr. Lauder ever was heard 
of, the World knew that Milion had been in- 
debted for the Ground-work of his Plan, and 
the principal Epiſodes of his Poem, to the 
Bible. And by turning to the late excellent 
Edition of our Poet, where we have all the 
Notes of his different Commentators, we ſhall 
fee that it hath been, all along, their great 
Aim to trace their Author thro' the vaſt Com- 
paſs of ancient and modern Learning, and to 
mark the Uſe which he hath made not only 
of the ſacred but of the profane Writers — 
not only of the Greek and Latin, but alſo of 
the Talian and Enghſh Poets. Their Vene- 

ration for the Paradiſe Left A not ariſe 


8 1 Page 74. 6 
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from the Source that Lauder pretendeth, be- 
cauſe the Helps and Aſſiſtance which, ac- 
- cording to his own Account, Milton hath got 
from the obſcure Moderns whom he quot- 
eth, are a mere Trifle in Compariſon of thoſe 
which he hath drawn from more eminent 


Authors, and which had been before taken 


Notice of by Hume, Addiſen, Bentley, Pearce, 
Newton, Thyer, and others. —How weak, 


therefore, muſt not our Critic's Judgment 
be, who can imagine that it will ſink the 


Merit of Milton's Poem, to acquaint the 
World that he copied his Pandemonium, and 
two or three more Parts of his Plan from 
Maſenius, when it did not ſink the Merit of 


his Poem to know, as we did before, that 


far more important Parts of his Plan, nay 


indeed the principal Parts of it, were copied 


from the Scriptures? Or if we conſider Mil- 
ton as having imitated only the Sentiments, 
Similies and Deſcriptions of other Authors 
have not his greateſt Admirers pointed 


out vaſtly more of theſe Imitations than our | 


Critic himſelf? By caſting an Eye on the 
Notes in Dr. Newton's Milton, beſides the fre- 
quent and cloſe Imitations of Scripture, we 
ſhall find our Poet borrowing from Homer, 
Sopbocles, Euri pides, Aſchylus, among the 
Greeks, from Virgil, Horace, Lucan, Statius, 

Claudian 
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Claudian among the Romans, from Taſo, A. 
rioſto, Boiardo, Marino, among the 1talians, 
and from his own Countrymen Fairfax, 
\ Spenſer, and Shakeſpear. —And will our Cri- 
tic after this, have the Confidence to aſſert, 
that our not having known that Milton was 
indebted to Maſenius for his Compariſon of 
Satan to a Tower, to Ramſey for his Simile 
of the Serpent compared to a Ship, to Taub- 
mannis for his Thought of aſcribing the In- 
vention of Fire-arms to the Devil, to Grotius 
for his comparing the Serpent's Eyes to Car- 
buncles ; will he, I ſay, aſſert, that the World's 
being ignorant of this, till he brought it to 
Light, hath been the Cauſe that the Paradiſe 

Loft hath gained ſo much Veneration ? And 
can he be ſo fooliſh as to flatter himſelf that 


- theſe important Diſcoveries will make the 


World change it's Opinion ? 


The foregoing Reflexions, which I have 
offered to your Lordſhip's Conſideration oc- 
curred to me on my firſt Peruſal of the Eſay 

on Milton's Uſe and Imitation of the Moderns ; 
Fon upon a Suppoſition that the Author of 
it had made good his Charge, had really diſ- 
covered to the World a new Set of Writers 
whoſe Works had furniſhed Milton with uſe- 
ful Hints in the Compoſition of his Paradiſe 


4 Loft. 


11 


It did not enter into my Head that 


our Critic could have the Effrontery to urge 
falſe Quotations in Support of his Charge; 


and therefore, I, as I imagine, did every 


other Perſon, into whoſe Hands his Book 
hath fallen, implicitly took it for granted, 
that the Authors whom he quoteth really 
.contain thoſe Lines which he attributeth to 
them, and ſome of which bear fo ſtriking a 
Reſemblance to Paſſages in the Paradiſe Loft, 
that the Reader cannot avoid concluding with 
him that Milton had ſeen and imitated them. 
— Will it not, therefore, be thought ex- 
_ tremely ſtrange, will it not excite the utmoſt 
Indignation in every candid Perſon's Breaſt, 


if the Reverſe of this ſhall appear to be the 


Caſe — if it ſhall appear that our conſetenti- 


eus Critic, whoſe Notions of Morality taught 


him to accuſe Milton of want of common Pro- 
bity or Honor for having boaſted that he ſung 


Things unattempted yet in Proſe or Rhime, hath, 


in order to be able to make good his Charge, 
had Recourſe to Forgeries — Forgeries per- 


haps the groſſeſt that were ever obtruded on 


the World? 


My Reſidence during ſome Part of this laſt 
Summer, at a Place where Learning hath all 
the Aſſiſtances that good Libraries can af. 

1 E —— 
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ford, and where (if any where in England) 
the Authors, from whom our Critic aſſerteth 
Milton to have borrowed, are to be found, 
gave me an Inclination to make a Search for 
them. Many of theſe are, indeed, ſo rare, 
that even that Place could not furniſh me 
with them.—Not being ſo lucky, therefore, 
as to meet with a Copy of Maſenius or of 
Grotius's Adamus Exſul, my next Search was 
for Stapborſtius a Dutch Poet and Divine, who 
wrote a congratulatory Poem which he call- 
eth Triumphus Pacis on the Concluſion of the 
Peace betwixt the States of Holland and the 
Common- wealth of England in 165 5. This 
.* honeſt Dutchman (ſaith Lauder) to be ſure 
« never dreamt that the Prince of Engh/h 
« Poets wou'd condeſcend to plume himſelf 
&« ſo liberally with his Feathers : But it was 
« Milton's Cuſtom to make all Authors tri- 
« butary to him whom he read, to recom- 
« penſe, I preſume, his Trouble in peruſing 
them, and to fancy that his bare Accep- 
& tance of their Mite of Aſſiſtance, was Re- 
« ward ſufficient, without the Formality of 
te a public Acknowledgment *.“ 


You ſee, my Lord, from this Quotation, 
the ill-natured Pleaſure that our Critic feel- 


© Lad r, p. 102, 103. 


eth 


1 


eth in inſulting over the Character of our 


Countryman. Let us, therefore, examine 
thoſe Inſtances which are urged as Proofs 


that Milton hath plumed himſelf with the 


Feathers of Stapbor ſtius. 


Lauder's firſt Charge +, that Milton oweth 


this Paſſage 


What in me is dark 
Illumine! what is low raiſe and ſupport! 


to the following Lines of Staplorſtius, 


O charitis lux alma tuz nebuloſa medullæ 
Antra meæ, Stygiis in ſeſe obducta tenebiis, 
Illuſtret! primcq; micet radioſa nitore! 


is ſo trifling, and the Reſemblance between 


the two Authors is, here, ſo diſtant, that it 
doth not merit our Attention; and therefore, 
I ſhall proceed to conſider how juſtly the 
Engliſh Poet hath been repreſented as having 
been indebted for his Panegyric on Marriage 
to the Dutchman. 


In Support of this Charge, our Critic 
quoteth + Thirty two Lines as from Sta- 
phorſiius's Poem, a Copy of which I was fo 


lucky as to meet with, printed at Dort 1655. 
Being reſolved, therefore, to collate this Quo- 


tation with the printed Edition from which 


* Lauder, p. 102, 103. + Lauder, p. 104. 105. 
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it is pretended to be taken, after I got the 


Book into my Hand I was abſolutely at a 


Loſs where to turn for the Lines in Queſtion, 
Had Lauder been a fair Writer, had he been 
deſirous of truſting the Merits of his Cauſe- 
to every one's Inſpection and Judgment, he 
would certainly have told his Readers in what 
Part of his Author's Works the Quotations 
that he maketh are to he found; he would 
have marked the Page where they are to be 
met with, and have mentioned other Parti- 
culars which would have rendered it eaſy for 
one, who had Inclination, to find the Paſ- 
ſages quoted, in the original Authors. But 
it is remarkable that, thro his whole Book, 
he omitteth to do this. Conſcious, no doubt, 
of the Unfairneſs of his Quotations, he hoped 
to ward off a Detection by diſtracting the 
Examiner where to ſearch.— This blind 
Way of quoting laid me under a Neceſſity 
of turning over an entire Volume, and of 


examining every Page, in order to find the 


Lines that are mentioned by our Critic as 
the Source of Milton's Sentiment on Mar- 
riage, — At laſt I found them“; But ob- 
ſerved a vaſt Difference between Lauder's 


Quotation, and the Edition printed at Dort, 


which that you may be ſenſible of, I hall 


® $tophorſtizs, Book zd. p. 81. 
| trans 


I 
tranſcribe the Paſſage in Queſtion as it really: 
ſtandeth in Staphorſtius. 


Fœdus in humanis fragili quod ſanctius ævo 

Firmius et melius, quod magnificentius ac quam 
Conjugii, ſponſi, ſpon{zque jugalia ſacra? | 

Quæ ſincera fades dextià haud ſecus atque ſigillo 

] am cupide firmatur ovans, & quæ fruitur tot | 
Signis ac precibus, tot habens patreſque, duceſque - * 
Ac Gelpanſa fides, ſervatrix firma decori 

Connubii? Deus eſt ſummus Pater ejus & auctor. 

1 — chari qui ipſos genuere Parentes, b | 


Dulciter & reliqui tunc ſuffragantur amici, 
Publicitus thalami confitmat Eccleſia faxdus 
Addunturque preces, fit conclamatio vulgi; 
Femina fic & mas thalamum ſociantur in unn 
Ipſos vota decent eadem, mens una ſalubris: 

Ut vehuti natura monet quod conſulit æquum, 
Quod concinna rogans ratio validiſſima ſuadet. 
Sic ſit ſancta Venus ſtabilis, ſint vincula amoris 
Candida & obdurent cunctos ſaeroſancta per annos. 

; Quzrere debit enim muh er nil citra maritum : 
Quzrere fc nullam debet mas ultra maritam. 
Membra fides thalami fervare reciproca mandat. 
Omnis in hoc ævo ipforum conceſfa voluptas 
Conjugis in gremio tantum ſolidatur in uno; 

Ut penes alterutrum fit corporis una poteſtas: 

, Corporis unde ſui non eſt mas twor at uxor 
Corporis atque ſui domina eſt non ſœmina ſed. vir. c 
Hoc tam magnificum, tam farQum, tam ſolidumgue 
Perccliens animos ſplendore, tot unde potentes 
Heroas, tantoſque duces prodire caballo 
Trojano velu'i, certum eſt, hominumque propago 
Tota decet manare-pudens : omniſque poteſtas 
In terris ex bac divina Stirpe reſultat. 


Now if any one will but take the Trouble 
to compare the above Lines which are faith- 
fully tranſcribed from Staphorſtius, with 

thoſe 


| 
| 


N 
thoſe which the Critic of Milton quoteth as 


his, a very remarkable Difference will ap- 
pear at firſt Sight. He will obſerve ſeveral 


Lines omitted which I have reſtored to their 
Place, and diſtinguiſhed by including them 


in Parentheſes; and not only this, but he 


will be ſurprized to find eight Lines quoted 


as from Stapborſtius, which have no Exiſt- 


ence in that Author, 


In the Room of Quæœrere debet enim mulier 


nil citra Maritum, and the following equally 


wretched Line, Lauder hath tho ught proper 
to inſert, 


Auſpice te, fugiens alienĩ ſuccuba lecti 

Dira libido Hominum tota de gente repulſa eſt, 

Ac tantum gregibus pecudum ratione carentum 
Imperat, & fine lege tori furibunda vagatur. 
Auſpice te, quam jura probant, rectumque piumque 

Filius atque pater, fraterque innotuit, & quot 

Vincula vicini ſociarunt ſanguinis, a te 

Nominibus didicere ſuam diſtinguere gentem. 


Theſe eight Lines our Critic hath diſtin- 
guiſhed from the reſt of the Quotation, by 
printing them in Talics, as having the molt 
ſtriking Reſemblance to the Panegyric on 
Marriage in the Paradiſe Loſt. As to the 
reſt of the Quotation from Staphorfiius, I ap- 
peal to every one whether. he can find the 
leaſt moſt diſtant Agreement between it and 

any 
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any of Milton's Sentiments on the ſame Sub- 
ject. So that the Merits of the Controverſy 
are confined to the laſt quoted Eight Lines, 
and Milton's being indebted for his Senti- 
ments on Marriage to Stapborſtius, reſteth 
upon his having imitated hem. 


And, indeed, if theſe Lines be really in 
Staphorſtius, I will allow that the Critic of 
Milton hath made good his Charge, becauſe 
the following ones from the Paradiſe Loft 


bear the ſtr ongeſt Reſemblance to them that 
can be. 


By thee, adulterous Luſt was driven from Men 
Among the beſtial Herd to range; by thee 
Founded in Nature loyal, juſt and pure, 
Relations dear and all the Charities | 
Of Father, Son and Brother firſt were known *. 


Here, then I join Iſſue with Mr. Lauder, 
and allow that the Eight Latin Lines, and 
the Five Engliſb ones of Milton, juſt quoted, 
are ſo much alike, that he who wrote the 
one, had the other before him: But, I ab- 
ſolutely deny that the Engliſb are the Copy. 


For thus, my Lord, ſtandeth the Caſe. 


The Critic of Milton quoteth eight Lines as 
from Stapborſtius, but upon turning to the 


* Paradiſe Loſt, B. 4. l. 753. : 
9 printed 


| 
| 
| 


= 
printed Copy of that Author, no ſuch Lines 


are there to be met with. Will he endea- 


vor to ſave himſelf by ſaying that the Edi- 
tion that he made uſe of hath theſe Lines, 
tho' the Edition that I collated hath them 

not? —All Evaſion of this kind is precladed, * 
becauſe the Deſcription which he giveth of 


518 Edition + of Staphvrſtius proveth it to be 


the ſame to which 1 appeal, and which every 
one may ſee in the Podleian Library.—lt is 

e, therefore, for him to clear him- 
ſelf from this Charge which I now bring 
againſt him—Of having corrupted the Text of 
ST APHORSTIUS - by interpolating. Eight Lines 
not to be found there; which Eight Lines are 
the only ones on which he could found his Charge 
again Milton, of .baving imitated the Dutch- 
man's Panegyric on Marriage. © 


But tho' what hath been already obſerved, 


putteth it beyond all doubt that the Critic 
of Milton hath. interpolated the Eight Lines 


in Queſtion into the Text of Stapborſtius, 


yet, for your Lordſpip's farther Satisfaction, 


it may not be improper to mention from 


' whence Lauder hath got them. If I omit 
doing this, Room would be left for imagin- 
ing that he himfelf hath tranſlated them 


+ See Laude, 's Dates of his Authors. 
from 


of the Book of Job, printed at London 1682. 


K. 
from thoſe of Milton already quoted. But 
this is not the Caſe: The Lines are good 


ones, and, therefore, let us give the Honor 
of them to their real Author. 


In order, then, to open the Sources from 
which our Critic hath derived many of his 
Quotations which bear fo ſtriking a Reſem- 
blance to Paſſages in the Paradiſe Loft, I 
muſt take Notice that ſo long ago as the 


Year 1690, there was printed at London, a 
Latin Tranſlation of the Paradiſe Loft and 


Regained, and of the Samſon Agoniftes, by 
one Hogeus, as he calleth himſelf in the 


Title Page, —* Hog, I ſuppoſe, if we ſtrip 


the Name of the Latin Termination. This 


Book ſeemeth to be of mighty Uſe to our 


honeſt Critic. Being in Poſſeſſion of a Copy 
of it, he hath begun, in Time, to imagine 


that his was the only Copy; and, therefore, 


being refolved to do what was in his Power, 
to leflen that Tribute of Veneration paid to 
Milton, he thought he could not take a more 
effectual Way to fix the odious Character of 
an wnlicenſed Plagiary upon him, than by in- 
ſerting into the Authors from whom he pre- 


* J/illiam Hog, a Scotſman. Beſides his Tranſlation of the 
Paradiſe Lo and Regained, and of the Samſon Agoni hes, he 
hath left ſeveral other Latin Poems — particularly a Parachraſe 


F tendeth 


K 
tendeth that Milton hath borrowed, Lines 
from Hog, and which could not but bear 
a {triking Reſemblance to Lines in the Pa- 
radiſe Loft, being indeed nothing more nor 
leſs than Tranſlations of them. 


That I have ſufficient Grounds for aſſert- 
ing what appeareth ſo extraordinary, your 
Lordſhip will readily admit when I inform 
you, that I have actually in my Poſſeſſion at 
preſent this very Tranſlation of the Paradiſe 
Loſt by Hog; and upon turning to the fourth 
Book *, where he tranſlateth the famous 
Panegyric on Marriage, I find, without the 
Variation of a fingle Word, the eight Lines in- 

ſerted by LauDER into the Text of Staphor- 
ſtins. Had I not ſeen this, were it not in 
every Body's Power to ſee it, by turning to 
the Book, I ſhould not have ventured to 
aſſert a Fact ſo extremely improbable. —1 
ſhould have thought it impoſſible that the 
vilifying of a Perſon's Character now ſo long 
dead, could be a Matter of ſuch Moment, as 
that all the Rules of common Probity and Ho- 
nor are to be trampled under Foot, rather 
than not have wherewithal to ſupport an 
Accuſation. It muſt certainly be thought 
extremely hard that Milton ſhould be run 


Hag, p. 112. 


down 
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down as a Plagiary, for having ſtolen from 
himſelf. And yet this is exactly the Caſe: 
Hog tranſtateth the Paradiſe Loft into Latin; 
"OY inſerteth ſome of Hog's Lines into 
Staphorſtius, and then urgeth theſe very Lines 
as a Demonſtration that Milton copied him. 


And now, my Lord, is not this ſingle In- 
ſtance of Forgery, ſo extraordinary in all its 
Circumſtances, and ſo unexceptionably prov- 
ed, enough to blaſt our Critic's Credit in all 


his other Quotations? ——It certainly is. 


However let us follow him in one or two 


more, and we ſhall have accumulated Proofs 


of his impudent Forgeries. 


In the fifth Book of the Paradiſe Loft we 
have the Morning Hymn, ſung by Adam 
and Eve, and which beginneth thus, 


- Theſe are thy glorious Works, Parent of Good! 


This Hymn, one of the greateſt Orna- 
ments of the Poem, is, as Dr. Newton juſtly 


obſerveth, © an Imitation, or rather a Sort 
Hof Paraphraſe, of the 148th Pſalm, and 
e (of what is a Paraphraſe upon that) the 
“ Canticle placed after Te Deum in the Li- 
„ turgy, O all ye Works of the Lord, bleſs ye 
* the Lord, Ke. which is the Song of the 
E 2 Tm three 


! 
ee three Children in the Apocrypha“ . Lau- 
der, however, imagining perhaps, that it 
would be a greater Reflection on Miltons 
Character as a Poet to convict him of imi- 
tating Stapborſtius, than it would be to con- 
vict him of imitating the Pſalmiſt, telleth 
us —— © that he cannot help thinking but 
that Milton has borrowed from this Au- 
« thor (Staphorſtivs) a great Part of the 
noble Hymn ſung by Adam and Eve T. 


In ſupport of this Charge he quoteth 
Thirty-three Lines from his Dutchman. But 
as it would {well this Letter to an immode- 
rate Length, were I to inſert Quotations 
unneceſſarily, I ſhall, therefore, refer to Mr. 


Lauder's Book for the Quotation in queſtion 
which beginneth thus, 


|  Catleſtes anime! ſublimia templa tenentes, 
And endeth thus, 
Colluſtrat terras dum lumine Titan Eoo 9 


Now tho' our Critic cannot help thinking 
Milton's Morning Hymn copied from the 
Lines of Stapborſtius, laſt referred to, yet am 
I perſuaded that, upon comparing them, 
* Dr. Newton's Note on the 153 Line of the 5th Book. 
+ Lauder, p. 108, $ De. p. 109—1 10. 5 
eve 


1 
every impartial Perſon will think he hath 
Reaſon to conclude, that, tho' there be ſome 
Reſemblance of Sentiment; yet this is no 
Proof that Milton ever ſaw Staphorſtius ; be- 
cauſe this Reſemblance hath ariſen, from 
their both having had before them, the Pm 
and Church Hymn already mentioned. - 


But there are two Lines in the Quotation 
that Lauder giveth us from Stapborſtius, 
which he perhaps thinketh are a Proof that 
Milton imitated in this Place the Dutch Poet 
and not the inſpired Pſalmiſt. And indeed 
there is a very ſtriking Reſemblance between 
them, and two Lines in the Morning Hymn 
of the Paradiſe Loſti.— Milton, having called 
upon every Part of inanimate Nature to 
praiſe the Lord, addeth 


Win if 1 be Hunt Even or Mora; 


Now there is a Line in our Critic's Quo- 


tation from * very like this; it is 
as followeth, 


Auroed, redeunte nova, redeuntibus umbris. 


Again, Milton hath the followine Line, 
Him firſt, him laſt, him midſt and without End; 


And 


e 
And it is ſcarcely poſſible to tranſlate this 
Line more literally than in the following 
Words which are alſo quoted as from 5Sa- 
Pborſtius, 


Te primum, & medium, & ſummum, ſed fine carentem. 


Here, then, again our Critic thinketh 
that he hath Reaſon to triumph over Milton, 
as pluming himſelf with the Feathers of Sta- 
phorſtius; and every one who taketh it for 
granted that theſe two Lines, eſpecially the 
laſt, are in the Dutchman's Works, will very 
readily admit the Truth of the Charge. But, 
indeed, they are no more in Stapborſtius than 
are the Eight Lines of which we have alrea- 
dy taken Notice. For upon collating Lau- 
ders Quotation with the Dort Edition, I 
found that they were both wanting, as 1s 
alſo another Line quoted by on from this 
Author, 


O miris mirande modis, ter 3 rerum; 
They are wanting in the very Edition which, 
as I obſerved before, he telleth us he uſed, and 
therefore, that he hath interpolated them to 
create a Reſemblance between Milton and 
Stapborſtius, which had no Exiſtence before, 
is evident beyond all Diſpute. And cer- 
tainly 


3 

tainly he could not take a more effectual 
Way to prove this Reſemblance, than by 
inſerting into Szaphor/trus, as he had done in 
another Place, Hog's Tranſlation of thoſe 
very Lines, which he pretendeth that Mil- 

ton hath ſtolen. Upon examining Hog's 
Tranſlation of the Morning Hymn, I found 
the Lines in queſtion to have a Place there *. 
It ſeemeth to be ſo extremely improbable, 
that any one ſhould ever venture to put ſo 
groſs an Impoſition on the World, that, as 
I obſerved before, I almoſt deſpair of being 
believed, altho I know the certainty of the 
-* FREE, © | 


I ſhall only add on this Head, in order to 
expoſe more, the unfair Manner in which 
Lauder giveth us Quotations from his Au- 
thors, reſembling Paſſages of the Paradiſe 
Loft, that he not only thinketh himſelf at 
Liberty to inſert what was not in their Text, 
but alſo to leave out what is really there. 
An Inſtance of this I gave in the firſt Quo- 


* Hog, p. 128—130. Lauder in order to accommodate 
Hog's Tranſlation of the Line, Him firſt, him laſt, &c. to the 
Context of Staphorſtius in this Place, was obliged to diſplay his 
Skill in altering the Text of bis Authors by changing Hanc 
into Te, For the Line in Hog runs thus 


Hunc s hunc medium, hunc ſummum, ſed fine carentem. 


tation 
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tation from Stapborſtius, where I included, 


in Parentheſes, eight Lines omitted by the 


Critic.— And we find him in this laſt Quo- 
tation doing the ſame Thing, and leaving 


out eight Lines again, which ought to have 
a Place after the Sixth Line of his Quota- 


tion, and are as followeth, 


3 rerumque opifex, tu patris imago | 

O indute meos artus cum ſanguine lympham 
Reddebas moriens, venturæ pignora vitæ, 

Et totum rupto fundebas corpore amorem: 
Vulneribus tergum effoſſum flagriſque cruentum 


Monſtraſti patrique tuo noſtroque, favorem 
Ejus concilians nobis: hinc fœdera pac is 


Ad terras venère meas; Bellona fugata eſt. 


It will not be a ſufficient Excuſe for Lau- 
der to allege that he omitted theſe Lines 
merely from a Conviction that Milton had 
made no Uſe of them. When we look to 
his Quotation from Stapborſtius, we ſhall 
be apt to conclude, that immediately after 
the Line 


Magna dei wboles agne Wies Jehovæ 


Followed 
Omnia in illuſtrilucentia ſidera coli 


and yet if we turn to the Original, we find 


that no leſs than eight Lines intervene. Had 
the Critic of the Paradiſe Loft been a fair 


WIR, 


Py bas — 


8 
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Writer, when he choſe to omit-any Lines, 
as not to his Purpoſe, he would not have 


impoſed upon his Readers, by preſenting 


them with a Connection which 1 is not in his 


Author. He would expreſsly, or, at leaſt, 
by ſignificant Marks, have inſtructed us, 
that he had omitted ſome intervening Lines. 


Ailton hath but very foul Play, if the 
Text of the Authors from whom he is ſup- 


poſed to borrow muſt be cut and mangled 


before a Reſemblance can be made out, and 
which could never have been made out but 


dy joining 2 two diſtant Periods. 


Having diſpatched Staphorſtius, let me 
now give your Lordſhip a Specimen of Lau- 


deͤr's Treatment of Taubmannus. He pre- 
ſenteth us with four or five Quotations from 


this German, which, from a Similitude of 
Sentiment in ſome Paſſages of the Paradiſe 


Loft, he would have us believe that Milton 


hath ſeen and copied. Tho, as it is extreme- 


| bf natural for two Authors writing on the 


ſame Subject, to have the ſame Sentiments; 
nay to expreſs them by uſing ſimilar Images, 
that Milton and Taubmannus do reſemble each 
other in- the Paſſages quoted, will not be 
thought by candid Inquirers, any Proof that 
this Reſemblance i is the Conſequence of an 


G Imi- 
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Tojitation, rather than of Accident. —1 ſhall, 
therefore, take particular Notice only of one 
of the Quotations from Taubmannus, where 
we ſhall again find our Critic at the honeſt 
Employment of Porgery : It will not be im- 
proper to ſet down the Lines as I find them 
quoted by him ® 

Tune, ait, imperio regere omnia ſolus? & una 

Filius iſte tuus, qui fe tibi ſubjicit ultro, 
Ae genibus minor ad terram proſternit, & offert 
Neſcio quos toties animi ſervilis honores ? 

Et tamen æterni proles #terna Jehovæ 
Audit ab theres latekque propagine mundi. 
| 1 Scilicet hune natum dixiſti cuncta regentem, 


Celitibus regem cundtis, dominumque fupremum. 8 
Huic ego ſim ſupplex? ego? quo preſtantior alter 
Non agit in ſuperis. Mihi jus dabit ile, ſuum qui 
N caput alterius ſub jus & vincula legum ? 
mideus reget ille polos ? reget avia terre? 
Ne preſſum leviore manu fortuna teriebit ? 
Et cagar etermem duplici ſervire tyranna? | 
Haud ita. Tu ſolus non polles fortibus autis. 
Non ego ſie cecidi nee fic men fata premuntar, 
Ut nequeam relevare caput; calloque ſuperbum 
cutere imperium. Mihi ſi mea dextra ſavebit 


© Aided totius mihi jus promittete mundi. 

Now, my Lord, upon collating this Quo- 
ation with an Edition of Teubmarinus F. 1 
— three Lines wanting in the printed 
Copy, which Lauder giveth us as his Au- 
thor's, and which J have diſtinguiſhed by 
Tauber, p. 132. 5 | | 
Ihe Lines are in Taxbmannys, Bellum Angelicum, Book l. 


the 
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the Parentheſes, as above. I cannot be po- 
btive whether the Edition that 1 conſulted = 
anſwereth fully to the Deſcription given by 
our Critic of his, which he telleth us was 
printed at Leigg 1604. For tho Leipfg 
be alſo on the Title-page of the Copy that I 
ſaw, yet, if I rightly recollect, the Year, is 
not expreſſed, However, ſuppoſing the Edi- 
tions to be different, it is extremely 1mpro- 
bable that there ſhould be ſo great a Variati- 
on between them. And, therefore, as I have 
met with an Edition (which every one may 
ke, as it is in the Bodleian Library) that hath 
not the three Lines in queſtion, there is 2 
ſtrong Suſpicion that Lauder cannot producs 
an Edition in which they exiſt. 


One of theſe Lines which are wanting 1 in 
the Leiphg Edition of Taubmannus, our Cri- 
tic hath taken Care to have printed in La- 
lics; for the ſame Reaſon, I ſuppoſe, why 
he diſtinguiſhed, in like Manner, Heg's eight 
Lines inſerted into Stapborſtius. The Line: is 
| Et cagar eternum duplici ſervire tyranns s- 
and it beareth ſome Reſemblance, tho' a di- 
ſtant one, to the following Paſſage of Milton, 
. Proftration y ile 
Too much to one! but double, how engur'd'®. | 
* Paradi/e Loſt, Book 5. I. 782. 
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But I find nothing, i in the other two Lines 
which he hath interpolated into Taubman- 
nuss Text, or indeed in any part of the 
whole Quotation, that reſembleth any thing 
that can be produced from the Paradiſe Loft, 
ſo much as to perſuade us that Milton imi- 
tated the German in this Place. Lauder in- 
deed giveth us “ two different Paſſages from 
our Poet, which he will have to be borrow- 
ed from the above Quotation of Taubmannus. 
But upon comparing them together, the only 
Sentiment common to both Poets is Satans 
Diſpleaſ ure at the Power and Honor veſted 
in the Son of Go p; and this Sentiment, 
which occurred ſo naturally on this Subject, 
is expreſſed in Words and Images very dif- 
ferent. I am therefore, at a Loſs to con- 
ceive what could tempt our Critic to make 
an Interpolation that could ſo little ſerve his 
. Cauſe: However, it ſcemeth, he thought it 
might be of Uſe, and it is enough that I de- 
tect his Forgeries, without troubling myſelf 
whether or no he hath forged with Judg- 
ment.—lIf it be aſked whether Hog lent his 
Aſſiſtance alſo here, my Anſwer is, that there 
ſeemed ſo little Reſemblance between any 
thing that can be produced from the Para- 
diſe Loſt and this Quotation from Taubman- 


Lauder, p. 131. 
32 Nu, 


1 
nus, even ſuppoſing the three interpolated 
Lines had alſo been hrs, that I did not think 


it worth while to trace Lauder's Steps mi- 


nutely in this Place. I ſhall only obſerve, 
that one Circumſtance giveth me Reaſon to 
think that the interpolated Lines, at leaſt 
one of them, is not Hog's, but our Critics 
 ownn—— and this is that there is a falſe 
Quantity 1 in the Word Cogar. Which Blun- 
der, it is probable, is not ſo much the Ef- 
fect of Ignorance, as of Deſign— the Ger- 
man Poet to whom this Line is attributed 
not being very ſcrupulous about theſe Mat- 
ters, but frequently making ſuch Miſtakes. 


The Imitations which the Critic of Park 
diſe Loſt pretendeth its Author hath made 
from Quintianuss Tragedies, from Theodorus 
Beza's Abrahamus Sacrificans, from Daniel 
Heinſius s Herodes Infanticida, and other Wri- 
ters, are ſo trifling, and the Reſemblance 
which hefindeth, is often fo diſtant, that even 
ſuppoſing that he hath quoted his Authors 
fairly, he will be ſtill far enough from con- 
vincing the World that Milton ever ſaw them. 
That he hath quoted them fairly I could not 
ſatisfy myſelf, not having been able to meet 
with them after a ſtrict Search. Tho', I 
think myſelf ſufficiently well warranted to 


ſuppoſe, 
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ſuppoſe, that had the Library which I EX 
amined, furniſhed me with theſe Authors, 
I ſhould have found the ſame extraordinary 
Licenſes uſed in adapting their Text to the 
Parediſe Left, as we know have been taken 
with regard to Staphanſtius and Taubriannus. 
Carolus Malapertius, another of Ailton ſup- 
poſed Creditors, I did collate with ane Quo- 
tation from him given us by Lauder, from 
which he would have us believe Milton 
copied his Compariſon of Eue to Pandora. 
But what Proof is there that Milton ſtole this 
Thought from the Jeſuut, when it is ſo ob- 
vious that it could ſcarcely he avoided by one 
acquainted with the Heathen Mytholagy? 
Beſides, it is impoſſible to expreſs the ſame 
Compariſen in Words, and in a Manner 
more different, than it hath been expreſſed 
by Millan and Malepertius. To ſatisfy your 
Lerdſhip of this, I ſhall beg leave to quote 
them both. Melapertiuss Lines are as 
followeth, 


Creduli quondam vitio maꝛ iti 

Fœminæ ad fraudes patuiſſe narrant 
Pyxidem ærumnis gravidam, maliſque; 
Inde morborum incubuiſſe terris 
Agmen, & tatum tenuiſſe mundum: 
Hæc fide vates memorent Pelaſga 
Et.coli-ad lumen. celebrent aniles. 

Eva Pandoram facit innocentem 
Et capi blandz facilis maritæ 

b Uxorius Adam. 


Now, 
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Now, will any one beſides our Critic afs 
firm that from the above Lines of the Je- 
 fuit's Sedechias, Milten borrowed the follows 
ing ones ? 
What Day the genial Angel to dur Sire 
Brought her in naked Beauty moreadorn'd : 
More lovely than Pandora, whom the Gods 
Endow'd with all their Gifts (and O too tike 
In fad Event) when to th' unwiſer Son. | 
Of Japbet, brought by Hermes, ſhe inſnar'd 
Mankind with her fair Looks, to be reveng'd 
On him who had ſtole Fove's authentic Fire &. 


I ſhall only add that Lauder had before 
+ charged Milton with having ſtolen the 
ſame Compariſon from Maſenius. A Proof 
this, that he was reſolved to ſupport his Ac- 
cuſation even at the Expence of contradict- 
ing himſelf, —In the ſame Manner, at t one 
Time he telleth us, that the 11th and 12th 
Books of the Paradiſe Loft are a Copy of 
Rafſe's Virgilius Evangelizans ; in Fanother 
Place he admitteth Du Bartas to a Share of 
this Honor; and in a || third, Barlaus is 
faid to give us © the prima Stamina of the 
ee beſt Part of the two laſt Books of the Pa- 
e radife Loft,” Such ſeeming Contradictions 
I know not how our Critic can reconcile, 

* Paraili/e LIB Iv 


+ Lauder, P. 44. 1 Lauder, p. 62. L uder, p. 95: 
Lauder, p. 114. 
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Let him, if he can while I proceed to give 
your Lordſbip a very oddInftance of his ſhame. 
ful Impoſitions on the World, 


From Heywood's Hierarchia Angelics( ſaith 
c he) Milton hath borrowed this Verſe which 
« fo often occurreth in his Poem 


Thrones, Deaiinations, e Virtues, Powers. 


Heymood 's Latin in a beautiful Frontiſ- 


5 piece is, 
'Throni, Dominationes, Principatus, Virtutes, Poteſtates, 


« whichno School-Boy could tranflate more 
- literally * 


* 


Tho our Critic had ſome Reaſon to TRAP 
that he might play his Tricks with the Text 
of Stapborſtius and Taubmannus,without being 
detected, yet he muſt have arrived at a ſtrange 
Pitch of Folly, otherwiſe he never would 
have made any Attempts on a Book that 
may be met with on almoſt every Stall in our 
Streets. Nothing is more certain than that 
there is no ſuch Line in this beautiful Fron- 
tiſpiece of Heywood, as it is termed by our 
Critic. Heywood, on a Copper-Plate, giveth 
us a Sort of Plan of 1 N of the Heaven- 


* Lander, p. 152. 
e J 
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Y Hf. In the Center is repreſented the bleſs 
ſed Trinity under the Form of a Triangle, 

and all round in a Circle, are the Nine dif- 
ferent Orders of the Heavenly Inhabitants (for 
the School Divines thought that they could 
find fo many Orders orRanks of them men- 
tioned in Scripture) each of which, beſides 
its pictured Repreſentation, hath its Name 
written at full Length ; and if we follow 
Heywood's own Method, who divideth his 
Work into Nine Books, and aſſigneth One 
Book to each Order, we muſt read them in 
the following Manner, beginning with the 
Order which he treateth of in his firſt Book: 
Seraphim, Cherubim, Throni, Poteſtates, Virtu- 
tes, Angeli, Archangeli, Principatus, Domina- 

tiones How, then, can Lauder have the Afſ- 
ſurance to aſſert that no School-Boy could 
tranſlate what is in Heywood's Frontiſpiece * 
more literally than the Author of Paradiſe 
Loft hath done in his Line, Thrones, Domi- 
nations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers? The li- 
teral Tranſlation of this Line is Tbroni, Do- 
minationes, Principatus, Virtutes, Poteſtates ; 


as any one who only readeth Lauder, but 


* A aailar F Fromiſpiece i is to be met with in a whimigeal 
Book called Theophila's Love Sacrifice, by Edw. Benlewes, Eiſq; 
printed i in-165e, which I ſuppoſe would alſo have been brought 
in Evidence againſt Milton, had our Cong been ſo ae as to 
have ſeen it. 


H never 
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never examined Haywood, would naturally 
imagine that ſuch a Line is on Heywood's Ti- 
tle Page, the Falſity of which is notorious | 
from what I have obſerved. Theſe Words 
may, indeed, be picked out of ſeveral others 
that are there, and, by being put into a quite 
difterent Order, will make out the very Line 
that Lauder quoteth, who ſeemeth to have 
adopted Peter's Method of interpreting his 
| Father's Will *, and will be an excellent 
Hand to extract Blaſphemy from the Bibi, 
and Treaſon from the Ad of Settlement. 


Suffer me only to add on this Head, that 
the Critic of Milton needed not to have given 
himſelf the Trouble to torture and mangle 
Heywood's Frontiſpiece, to prove that the 
Line of the Paradiſe Loft, in queſtion, was 
tranſlated from it. For had he looked into 
his New Teſtament he would have found a 

Text which indiſputably was the Source of 
Milton's | 

Thrones, Dominations, Virtues, Princedoms, Powers; 
he would have found the following Words, 
tits bp, tire KupiornTes, UTE ag, Hite Epeoiat Þo 
which are tranſlated by the Vulgate, five 
Throw, five Dominationes, five Principatus, 


* Sec the Tale of a Tub. + Colaſ. Chap. i. v. Py | 
1 4 | fie 
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froe Poleſtates. Milton's Line is a literal Tranſ- 
lation of this Text, with this Difference only- 
that he hath one Word more, Virtues. And 
we need not be at a Loſs whence he got it; 
for the Word due occurreth in three o- 
ther Texts “, and is tranſlated always by the 
Vulgate, Virtutes. 5 


Whatever Mr. Lauder may think, Milton's 
having borrowed the diſputed Line will ne- 
ver detract any thing from his Merit as a 
Poet; and therefore, tho' I have ſhewn that 
he hath been falſly accuſed of having tranſ- 
lated it from Heywood's Frontiſpiece, yet Ihave 
not heſitated to acknowlege that he had it 
from St. Paul. 


I intended to have reſted the Merits of my 
Cauſe on the Facts already mentioned, but 
my Stock of Materials having been, very 
lately, conſiderably augmented , I have it 

5 | 5 | now 


Neque Angeli, neque Principatue, neque F;rrutes. Nom. 
viii. 38. Supra omnem Principatum, Poteſtatem & Virtatem, 
& Dominationem. Epb. i. 21. Subje dis ſibi Angelis, & Po- 
teſtatibus & Virtutibus. 1 Pet. iii. 22. Theſe three Texts, that 
in the Epiſtle to the Colc/fans already mentioned, and thr/z 
Places of Scripture where mention is made of Archangels, Se- 
raphim, and Cherubim, have furniſhed the School Divines 
with the Nine Orders of the Heavenly Hierarchy, the Subject 
of many Books before Heywwood's. | 

+ By Mr. Bowl, M. A. of Oriel College, Oxford; who, 
tho* I have not the Pleaſure of his Acquaintance, hath * 
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now in my Power to enlarge the Catalogue 
of Lauder's Forgeries, and to point out to 
your Lordſhip ſuch groſs Interpolations in 
the Text of Authors not yet taken Notice of, 
as muſt, while they encreaſe our Reſentment 
at the Impudence of our Critic's Attempt, at 
the ſame Time ſatisfy us that his Scheme of 
Fraud is more complicated and extenſive 
than one could well imagine. 


Phineas Fletcher, Fellow of King's College, 
Cambridge, 1s the Author of a Latin Poem 
againſt the Jeſuits, entitled, Locuſtæ vel Pie- 
tas Jeſuitica. From this Poem Lauder quot- 
eth * fourteen Lines ; the two laſt of which 
are as followeth, 


In promptu cauſa eſt: ſupereſt invicta voluntas 
Immortale odium, vindictæ & ſeeva cupido. 


When your Lordſhip compareth theſe two 
Lines with the following ones of Milton, 


——— What tho” the Field be loſt 
All is not loſt ; th' inconquerable Will 
And Study of Revenge, immortal Hate f, 


kind as to communicate to me, by the Hands of a Friend, 
what he knoweth relative to Lauder's Forgeries. And no- 
body knoweth ſo much as this Gentleman, who, leng before 
I examined the Bodleian Library, had collected Materials for 
an Anſwer to Lauder, and hath the juſteſt Claim to the Ho- 
nor of being the Original Detector of this ungenerous Critic. 
I thought this Acknowlegement dye from me to Mr. Bowl, 
who will, alſo, I flatter myſelf, have the Thanks of the Public. 

* Lauder's Eſſay, p. 124. f Paradije Toft, B. 1.105. 
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it will be impoſſible to avoid being ſtruck 
with the Reſemblance; and as Fletcher wrote 
long before Milton, Lauder's Charge that the 
former has been plundered by the latter, will 
ſeem extremely well ſupported. But what 
if Fletcher hath no ſuch Lines as the 7wo 
above quoted ?—That this 1s really the Caſe, 
and that our Critic hath interpolated them, 
in order to make out a Similitude between 
Flitcher and Milton, which otherwiſe could 


have had no Exiſtence, will appear from the 
following Fact. 


In Lauder's Quotation the two Lines in 
Queſtion are ſuppoſed to follow immediate- 
ly after this, 


EtStygiis mutet radiantia lumina flammis. 


Now, upon turning to an Edition of the 
Locuſtæ, printed at Cambridge by Thomas and 
Jobn Bucke, in Qto. 1627, the two Lines that 
bear ſo ſtriking a 1 to thoſe of 
Milton are not to be found, but in their room 
the three following Lines, omitted by La. 
der, have a Place, 


SL" ft Acies, fractaſque i iterum ſupplere catervas 
Eſt animus, ſciteque malas diſpergere fraudes 
Nen ego conſilũ, armorum non tutilis Author. 


| 
| 
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In Oppoſition to this Fact, Lauder can 
poſſibly urge nothing but the Difference of 
Editions.—If, therefore, he hath an Edition 


of Fletcher, in which the two diſputed Lines 


have a Place, he 1s now called upon to pro- 
duce it. But that this is not in his Power, 
ſeemeth pretty evident from the following 


Circumſtance. Upon looking into his Ta- 


ble of the Dates of his Authors, at the begin- 
ning of his Eſſay, I find him give ſuch a 
Deſcription of the Edition of Phineas Fletcher 
which he appealeth to, as is a Demonſtration 
that he never had a Copy of that Book in 
his Poſſeſſion. For he cannot tell us either 
when or where it was printed, but content- 
eth himſelf with mentioning that its Date is 
circa 1640. So that, for any thing that ap- 
peareth to the contrary, Lauder knoweth no- 
thing of any Edition of the Locuſtæ different 
from that to which I appeal. Or grant that 


he hath ſeen another Edition, yet ſtill how 


unlikely is it that two Editions of the ſame 
Work ſhould differ ſo much? And will not 
every one, already acquainted with our Cri- 


tic's Interpolations in other Authors, think 


himſelf ſufficiently warranted to conclude, 
that the two Lines now in Diſpute have alſo been 


inter- 


1 
interpolated by him, in order to bring in M il- 
ton guilty of plundering Fletcher? 


But if Lauder may poſſibly produce an E- 
dition of Phineas Fletcher in which the Lines 
that I ſuppoſe to be forged, have a Place 
(which yet I am confident he cannot do) his 
Forgery in the Inſtance which I now proceed 
to take Notice of, will be ſo fully proved, as 
to leave him no room for Evaſion, no pre- 
tence of Cavil. 


From the Comædia Apocalyptica of John 
Fox, entitled, Chriſtus triumpbans, he aſſerteth 
that Milton hath borrowed what he calleth 
that quaint and ridiculous Emblem of giving 


* I was ſo ſtruck with the Likeneſs of 
In ange cauſa eſt: ſuper eſt invicta voluntas, 


Immortale odium, vindicta & ſæ va cupido, d 
to Milton's 8 . 
; — able Will 
And fludy of Revenge, immortal Hate, 


that, knowing of what Service Hog had been to our Critic in 
other Places, I thought he might have been indebted to him 
here, But it ſeems Lauder did not think the Reſemblance 
would have been ſtriking enough had he adopted Hog's Tranſ- 
lation, and, therefore, he has given us a much cloſer Tranſ- 


lation of Miltex's Lines, of his own. However, that he has 


borrowed 28 from Hog ſeems pretty evident. For 
Hog's Tranſlation of the Lines in queſtion is W 
he | Voluntas " 

Libera durat adhuc ſtudiumque immane nocendi 


Immortale odium, & nunquam deſiſtere certum. Hog, p. 5. 


* 


1 
| tuþ the Ghoſt, covered with the Cowl of St. Fran- 
cis“; and in ſupport of his Charge, he quot- 
eth the following Paſlage, as to be met with 
in Fox; 


Ty, Pſychephone ! 
Hypocrifis efto ; hoc ſub Franciſci pallio, 
Vo tuto tecti 2 credunt emori. | 


Now, my Lord, upon turning to the Co- 
media Apocalyptica, it appeareth that there is 
no ſuch Line as that which I have put in 
Talics, and which Lauder hath interpolated 
in order to induce us to believe that Milln 


borrowed the following Paſſage from Fox, 


And they who to be ſure of Parzdiſe, 
Dying put on the Weeds of Daminic, 
Or i in e e paſs diſguiſed . 


Lauder appealeth to an Edition of the Chr:/- 
tus Triumphans, printed at Bafil, 1556, and 
no doubt he Bees himſelf a Book of ſo 
old a Date would be difficult to be met with 
in order to convict him of having corrupted 
its Text. But, unfortunately for bim, the ve- 
ry Edition to which he appealeth, is in the 
Baadleian Library. Upon Examination, in- 
deed, it appeareth that this Copy wanteth 
the Title Page; but as it is regiſtered in the 


Catalogue as printed at Bal, 15 56, this 15 


 ® Lauder, p. 115, + * B. 3.—478. 
| a ſuf- 


= ſufficient Proof of its being the very Edi- 


tion referred to by Lauder. Beſides this old 8 


Edition, there is another in the ſame Libra- 
ry, bearing Date London 1672, and a third! 
have in my own Poſſeſſion printed at London 
1676, both which, as we learn from their 
Title Pages, are Copies of the Baji/ Edition 

of 15 56; and all three agree in reading 
the Paſſage in queſtion in this . 


| N Plycepone OY 
3 0 hoc ſub Franeiſc i Pallio: 
Tu Thanate, Martyromalix re & nomine lies- *. 


Obſerve then how many Frauds our cha 
Critic was obliged to have Recourſe to, be- 
fore he could introduce the e Line, 


Do tuto tocti oY hare emori. 


He n a Com after Tu, and a Note 
of Admiration after Phychephone ; the Com- 
ma after eo he changeth into a Semicolon, 
and the full Stop after pallio he converteth 
into a Comma, And yet, after all this, he 
can ſcareely connect the rnterpolated Line 
with the Context ſo as to make Senſe of it; 
and the Change of Perſon in it, te&: credunt, 
which is quite inconſiſtent with the Con- 
' * Chriſtus Triumphans, Act 5. Scene 1. 
text, 


60 ! 


text, "PO that our Critic hath not for ed 
here with neceſſary Precaution. 


It may not be improper juſt ta add as an- 
ther Specimen of Lauder's Ingenuity, that 
he hath forged once mare, in order to make 
good his Charge that the Death and Sin of 
the Paradiſe Loft age barrowed from the 
Chriſtus Triumphans of Jobn Fox. Upon 
examining the Dramatis Perſonæ of this odd 


Piece, the only two Characters, which I can 


find there, bearing a Reſemblance to Milton's 
| Death and Sin, are Thanatus and Pfychepho- 
nis. But as, unluckily, both thoſe Names 
are Maſculine in Fox, in order to make one 
of them fimilar to Milton's female Charac- 
ter of Sin, our Critic hath thought it pro- 
per to make a ſmall Alteration, and to tranſ- 
form Phcbepbonus | into 9 ne *, 


After having aſſigned 10 many extraordi- 
nary Inſtances of Forgery, your Lordſhip would 
ſcarcely imagine that there can be an In- 
 flance more extraordinary than all the reſt, 
ſtill unmentioned. And yet that there ig, you 
and all the World will readily grant when 


2 This is evideat from his Trandation of the Paſſage f from 
Fox, in his Eſſay, p. 116. Which is as follows, 


| Phychephone, be thou Hypocriſy, &c. 
2 7 J aſſert 
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Lafſert, that not contented with having forg- 
ed Lines for Stapboriſtus, Fox, Taubmannus, 
Fletcher, &c. our enterprizing Critic hath 
forged Lines for Milton himſelf, and interpo- 
lateth into the Paradije Loft a Paſſage which 
1s not to. be found. However ridiculouſly 
improbable this may ſeem, I think I may 
pronounce the Fact to be certain. 


Lauder, ſo you ago as the Year 1747, 
made his Appearance as the Zoilus of Mil- 
ton, in the Gentleman's Magazine. In the 
Magazine for February of that Year *, he 
obligeth the World with the firſt Act of Grob- 
tius's Adamus exſul, and marketh at the bot- 
tom of the Pages, the Paſſages of Milton 
which he would have us believe ſtolen from 
Grotius. In this Act of the Adamus exſul 
the two following Lines are to be met with, 

Lacoſque vivi ſulphuris ſemper fluunt 

Et ampla vacuo ſpztia laxantur loco; 
and as a Proof that Milton had copied them, 
he quoteth the following Paſſage as his, and 
which indeed beareth a very great EL | 
tude to Grotius's Latin. 


And Lakes of living Sulphur ever flow, 
And ample Space — 


Page 84. | 25 
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Now, ny Lord, after having examined the 
Paradiſe Loft with the greateſt Care, not on- 
ly by the Help of Dr. Newton's copious verbal 
Index, but alſo by turning over every Page 
of the Poem, I think myſelf ſufficiently well 
authorized to pronounce that the Line and 
half, juſt mentioned, have no Exiſtence in 
the Paradiſe Loft, but have been forged by our 
Critic, who juſtly might think that there 
could be nogreater Crime in accommodating 
the Text of Milton to Grotius, than there was 
in accommodating that of Stapborſtius, &c. 
to the Paradiſe Loft. And as the Crime was 
not greater, fo, perhaps, he flattered himſelf 
the Danger of Detection might be leſs, and 
that he might ſafely interpolate Lines in 
Milton; becauſe the Impudence of the At- 
tempt is ſuch, that the World taking the Im- 
poſſibility of the Thing for granted, might 
perhaps in this Caſe be more eaſily impoſed 
upon. — Tho I may have gone beyond the 
Plan, I propoſed to myſelf, a Detection of 
the groſs Impoſitions contained in our Cri- 
nc's Eſay, yet I thought it extremely proper 
to take Notice of this Piece of 'Porgery ob- 
truded upon the Public in the Magazine, be- 
cauſe I could not take a more effectual Way 
to convince them that the Charge which | 
have brought againſt Lauder of * 
the 


1 
the Texts of the obſcure Latin Writers a- 
bovementioned, is credible, than by ſatisfy- 
ing them that he actually hath offered ſuch 
an Affront to their Underſtanding, as to 
corrupt the Text of the Paradiſe Loft. — If 
he could venture to forge Lines for Millon, 
who will wonder that he ſhould do this for 
Stapborſtius, Fletcher, Taubman and Fox? 


From the Inſtances that I have aſſigned, 
from the Facts to which I have appealed, I 
think, my Lord, there reſulteth this Conclu- 
fion, That the Critic of M:/fon having been 
detected of forgery in ſeveral of the Authors 
whom he quoteth, Copies of which we have 
been ſo lucky as to meet with, we may, with- 
out doing him any Injuſtice, ſuſpect that he 
hath uſed the ſame Freedoms with regard to 
Maſenius and the Adamus Exful of Gratins, 
the two main Champions of his Cauſe, but 
invi/ible to all the World but himfelf. It 
reſteth upon him to ſhew that this Suſpicion 
is groundleſs, and that the old printed Co- 
pies of theſe two Pieces correſpond exactly 
with the Account that he giveth of them, 

and contain all thoſe Lines which he quoteth 
as from them. And how can he do this in 
a ſatisfactory Manner? A new Edition of 
theſe Authors "_ under his own Infpec- 
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tion will not do. He who could quote % 
Editions of Books, for Lines which have 
been proved to have no Exiſtence there, will 
make no Scruple to interpolate Lines in 
his new Editions, in order to put the Charge 
of Plagiariſm, which he bringeth againſt 
Milton, upon Record. We do not in the 

leaſt doubt of Mr. Lauder's being able to ac- 
commodate Maſenius, or the Adamus Exſul to 
the Text of the Paradiſe Loft (for his Skill 
this way hath been obſerved in repeated 
Inſtances) and, therefore, he muſt not 
only publiſh new Editions, but alſo pro- 
duce the old ones from which they were 
taken. Theſe he muſt depoſit with his 
Bookſeller, or in ſome public Library: 
If this be not done he doth nothing, and 
this, I am ſatisfied, he dareth not do, with- 
out putting it in our Power to detect him 
in Forgeries as groſs as thoſe of which he al- 
ready ſtandeth convicted. That it may not 
be thought that I aſſert without proving, or 
ſuſpect without juſt Foundation of Suſpici- 
on, permit me now, my Lord, to give my Rea- 
| ſons for being of Opinion that Lauder can- 
not produce a Maſenius, without ſatisfying 
the World, at the ſame Time, that he hath 
baſely 7nterpolated, and changed the Text of 


this Author. 
7 | oo Milton, 


* 


1 


Milton, faith Lauder *, as one Conſe- 


t quence of the Fall introduceth the Beaſts 


e at Variance one with another, and all of 


** them together at Variance with Man,” 


Beaſt now with beaſt * gan war, and fowl with fowl, 
And fiſh with fiſh: to graze the herb all leaving 
Devour'd each other: nor ſtood much in awe 
Of Man, but fled him, or with countenance grim 
"ER on him paſſing f. 


**© Theſe Lines (he addeth) are n 


* tranſlated from the rolawing. ones of 


" Maſenius,” 


- Quadrupedi pugnant quadrupes, volucrique volucris 
Et piſcis cum piſce ferox hoſtilibus armis 
Prælia ſæva gerit: jam priſtina pabula ſpernunt 

Jam tondere piget viridantes gramine campos. 
Alterum & alterius vivunt animalia letho. 

Priſca nec in gentem humanam reverentia durat, 
Sed ſugiunt, vel ſi ſteterant, fera bella minantur 
Fronte truci torvoſque oculos jaculantur in illam. 


Nothing certainly can be more ſtriking 
than the Reſemblance between the N. 
quoted from the Paradiſe Loſt, and the Eight 


Latin Lines quoted as from Maſenius, and 


whoever compareth them together, will be 
unayoidably led to this Concluſion that 
the one is a Tranſlation of the other. Our 
Critic would have us believe that the Engliſh 
Lines are the Tranſlation ; and would prove 


* t Eſſay, p. 42. Þ Parediſe Loft, B. 10.—7 10. 
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this unexceptionably, if the Eight Lines in 
Queſtion have really a Place in an Edition 
of Maſenius, printed at Colegn, 16 54, to which 
Edition he appealeth.—But that there are 
no ſuch Lines in Maſenius, ſeemeth pretty 
certain from this Fact — hat they have a Place 
in * Hog's Tranſlation of the Paradiſe Loft, and 

are his Paraphraſe of thoſe very Lines which 
Lauder /] have to be literally tranſlated from 
Maſenius.—Tt was the ſtriking Reſemblance 
between the Engliſh and Latin Lines that 
gave Occaſion to this Diſcovery, For as the 
Forgeries of which our Critic had been de- 
tected rendered every, thing ſuſpected that 
had paſſed thro' his Hands, and as the Eight 
Lines on the War of the Beaſts appeared to 
be as 'doſe..a Tranſlation of Milton, as the 
Eight. Lines interpolated in Staplvnſtius on 
Marriage, this furniſhed a Conjecture that 
Lander had both theſe Paſſages from the 
_ Jame Source.; and this Comiefture appeared to 
bea e when E was n 


It _— perhaps, be urged that, even tho' 
the Lines in Diſpute be in Hog, this is no 
Proof that they were not originally in Ma- 
ſenius; our Critic may perhaps alleg e, that 
as the Latin Tranflation * Milton tia not 


* 2 Page 223. 323 


pp 


t & 1 
appear till between thirty and forty Years 
after Maſenius's Poem, Hog finding theſe 
Lines already in Maſenius might adopt them 
as his own, as he could not tranſlate this Paſ- 
ſage of the Paradiſe Loft more cloſely The 
Poſſibility of this muſt be granted, but the 
Improbability of it muſt, at the ſame time, be 
aſſerted; and it reſteth upon our Critic to ſa- 
tay the World that this is . the Cale, 


But as we have already 3 him of 
ſo many Forgeries, as the ſame Plea may be 
urged with regard to Stapboriſtus who wrote 
long before Hog tranſlated Milton, and as it is 
certain that the Lines interpolated from the 
Latin Tranſlator of Milton, never had a Place 
in the Work of the Dutch Divine; who will 
be ſo wrreaſongbly candid as to ſuppoſe that 
the Eight Lines in Queſtion ever had aFizce 

in the Work of the Yeſuit? | 


| But, beſides this extraordinary Fact, I have 
other Reaſons ſafficient to warrant my Aſſer- 
tion that our Critic cannot produce a print- 
ed Copy of Maſenius agreeable to the Account 
with which he preſenteth us, of that Poem, in 

his Eſay.— and here, my Lord, I muſt once 
more bring in the Magazine as Evidence a- 
deinſt him; and if it ſhall appear that he 
K hath 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— T — 
o 


ll 
| 
| 
| 
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hath groſsly contradicted himſelf, and that the 
Account given by him of Maſenius in the 


periodical Collection, differeth very effentially 
from that given by him in his more ſtudied 
Production, the Effay ; then, I think, there 


can be no room for doubting that he dareth 
not venture to produce a printed Copy of 


Maſenius without enabling us to point out 
Articles interpolated by him in that Au- 


thor, which never had any Exiſtence in his 


Work, 


In the Gentleman's Magazine for January, 


1747, Lauder publiſheth the Marginal Heads 


of Maſenius for the ſame Purpoſe he hath 


done in his Eſay, in order to induce us to 
believe that Mz/tor's Plan is borrowed from 


the Jeſuit s. Now, my Lord, I have com- 
pared: the Marginal Heads as given us by 
him at theſe two different times, and I find 
a great many Articles which were publiſhed 


as part of them, in the Magazine, omitted 


in the Catalogue of them enumerated in the 
Eſſay, a Catalogue, in other Reſpects, more 


perfect and complete than the other. To 
void entering into an unneceſſary Detail 


of Particulars, ſuffer me to mention two 


"ary portant Heads EY as part of 
NMaſenius 


(0-1 

Maſenius in the Magazine, which are not 
to be met with in the Eſſay. Theſe are the 
Gigantomachia, and Prophanatio vetiti pomi 
per Serpentem. The firſt of theſe Heads na- 

turally ſuggeſteth to the Reader Milton's 
Fight of the Angels, as copied from Maſenius, 
and the ſecond is mentioned to induce us to 
believe that, in the following Paſſage, Mil- 
tan was alſo indebted to him: | 


5 Perhaps the Fact 
B not ſo heinous now, foretaſted Fruit 
Prephan d firſt by the Serpent 


As therefore Lauder obtruded upon the 
Public theſe two Articles as exiſting in Maſeni- 
us, and afterwards when he giveth us a more 
 fludied Epitome of his Poem omitteth them, 
is there not all the Reaſon in the World to 

conclude, that the Marginal Heads of that 

Author's Work have undergone his ſkilful 
Revifion, in order to be better accommodat- 
ed to Miltons Plan, and that the Pandæmo- 
nmium, which ſtill ſtandeth in the Eſſay, hath 
no more an Exiſtence in Maſenius, than 
have the other two Articles which Lauder 
hath thought proper to retract? F 


* Paradiſe Loft, B. ix,—929. 
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So} - 

I ſhall only add, that there ſeemeth ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon or believing that Lauder hath 
it not in his Power to produce a printed 
Copy of Maſenius, even tho' he had no 
Reaſon to dread the conſequences of do- 
ing ſo. In the ſame Collection *, already 
referred to, he telleth us that be had 6 bg | 
tunately loft the Performance of this learned 
Jeſuit ; and altho' afterwards + we are told 
. two Letters dated from Louvain, inſert- 

„I ſuppoſe, by Lauder, that a Copy of 
* was diſcovered in the Jeſuits Li- 
brary at that Place; yet that our Critic hath 
any thing more than a Tranſcript from 
that Copy (if ſuch Copy doth exiſt at all) 
ſeemeth very improbable, not only becauſe 
Books, in Libraries of that kind, cannot be 
| parted with, but alſo, from this Circumſtance, 
that, as far as I can hear, no Body ever 
hath been favored with a Sight of Mr. Lau- 
ders Maſenius, but, on the contrary, he him- 
{elf pretended to Dr. Newton, the very firſt 
time he waited on the Doctor, - Wag he bad 
dropt the Book ſomewhere, n 
de coming to bim. ö 
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But if our Critic ſhould be able to pro- 
duce a printed Maſentus, this are we certain 
of, my Lord, from his own Confeſſion, that 
he cannot produce a printed Copy of the 
Adamus Exſul. For he telleth us, © that this 
Tragedy, tho it had paſſed thro no 
« leſs than four Editions-—was become 
« ſo very ſcarce that he could not pro- 
« cure a Copy either in Britain or Holland, 
« *tjll the learned Mr. Abrahom Gropovius, 
Keeper of the public Library at Leyden, 
after great Enquiry, obtained a Sight of 
* one, and ſent him (tranſcribed by his 
« own Son) the firſt Act of it, and —— 
“ wards the reſt *”. So that it appear- 

eth that all the Paſſages of Grotiuss Tra- 
gedy which ſeem to have been imitated 
by Milton are taken from a MS. which, 
according to our Critic's own Account, can- 
not be collated with a printed Copy. What 
Security therefore can the World have, that 
the Lines quoted by him as from the Ada- 
mus Exſul, and which bear ſo ſtriking a 
Reſemblance to Paſſages in the Paradiſe 
Loft, really exiſt in the MS. ſent over bx 
Gronovius (if, after ſo many glaring Im- 
poſtures proved upon Lauder, he is to be 
believed = he fays that Gronovius did 


Lauder, p. 49, 50. 
| ſend 


( 72 ] 

ſend the MS.) what Security, I ſay, can the 
World have, that the MS. hath not been in- 
terpolated in the fame Manner that printed 
Books have been by him, in order to make 
it fit to be produced in Evidence againſt 
Milton? Surely, after having been convicted 
of having corrupted the Text not only of 
his antiquated Yerfifyers, but alſo of Milton 
Himſelf, in order to make good his Charge, 
our Critic cannot have the Aſſurance to ex- 
pect, that any Regard will be paid to an 
Edition of the Adamas Exſul printed from a 
MS. which no body hath ſeen but himſelf 
—a MS. which he may have new modelled 
without Danger of Detection a MS. in 
ſhort, which, for aught we Eno, hath an 
equal Exiftence; and which we certainly 
#now hath an equal Authority, with the fa- 
mous MSS. of the impudent Varillas +. 

But, y Lord, there is not only a ſtrong 
Preſumption, but even a Certainty that Lauder 
hath falſify'd, and new modelled the MS. 
of the Adamus Exſul. He himfelf hath 
furniſhed us with this important Diſcovery ; 
and, therefore, if in no other Inſtances, at 
leaft in this, the Public is under Obligati- 
ons to him. This hath been 4% ovine by 


4 See Biſhop Burnet's Reflexions « on ili 5 Hiſtory of 
Hereſies. 


collat- 


LN 
collating the Quotations which he maketh 
from the Tragedy of Grotius, in the Maga- 
zine, with thoſe which he preſenteth us in 
his Eſſay. Two Inſtances of this will be 
ſufficient to eſtabliſn the Truth of the Charge. 
— In the Magazine he quoteth this 5 
as in Grotius, Ts yo 


Tibi nam relicta, quo vadam ? , 


now upon turning to his Eſſay + we find him 
quote the ſame Line with a remarkable va- 
riation, | 
Tibi nam relicta, quo petam? 


But if he ſhould allege that this Change 
of a Word is too trifling to be inſiſted on, 
and hath ariſen from Miſtale, the ſame Plea 
will not ſerve him in the other Inſtance, 
where the Variation is too great not to be 
looked upon as ariſing from Premeditation.— 

In the Magazine 5 he hath this Line as from 
Grotius, 


| Quidni?' quum gravior orcus ſub pedibus treit 


but when we look to his Eſa ay, we meet 
with a ſtrange Transformation, and read 


. Quid dico? Tellus? Orcus & pedibus tremit. 


+ For 1747, p. 286. 1 Page 66. 
þ For 1747, P. 83. 
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And now what Doubt can there remain 
of our Critic's having made Grotiuss MS. 
— the ſame ſkilful Reviſion, which 
en printed Books could not 6 a from 


b b Be Pen? 


After all, my Lord, tho' our Critic ſhould 
even be able to convince the World that the 
Quotations from Maſenius and Grotius, which 
beat fo great a Reſemblance to Paſlages in the 
Paradiſe Loft, really have a Place in theſe Au- 
thors(tho'the contrary ſeemeth to be certain); 
yet this wall be far from blafting Milton's 
Laurels, nor will it warrant his being tiled 
wot inferior to the moſt unlicenſed Plagiary that 
ever write +.-—But 1 would willingly aſk 

this bold Man a few Queſtions. If Milton 
really did borrow ſo much from Maſenius 
and Grotius, why ſhould he have Recourſe 
to Forgeries, to prove that he borrowed from 
Sraphorſtius, Taubmannus, Pletcher, Fox, and 
Heywood? If he could have ſupported his 
Charge of Plagiariſm, by alleging unexcep- 
tionable Facts, why hath he called into his 
Aſſiſtance the haſeſt of Frauds? I have proy- 
ed incontrovertably, that he hath forged in 


- ſeveral Inſtances,—and doth not ſuch aCon- 


duct imply a Conſciouſneſs, that Tru was 


i, —— p- 163. | 
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to be violated before he could have a ſuffici- 
ent Foundation for his Accuſation? Beſides, 
even ſuppoſing that he could have made 
good his Charge, without deviating from 
Truth and Juſtice; ſuppoſing that many of 
the Paſſages which he quoteth were really 

imitated by Milton; yet how can he ever 
dare to ſet up his Face again as a Writer, I 
had almoſt ſaid as an honeſt Man, when we 
ee that he is guilty of the vileſt of Arts to 
ftrengthen his Cauſe? — If he could have 
eſtabliſhed the Point that he laboreth ſo 
much, by fair Means, the more inexcuſable 
muſt he appear, for having called in For- 


ery to his Aid. I can compare his Conduct 


to nothing elſe but to that of a Man, who, 
tho' he had it in his Power to produce au- 
thentic Deeds to prove his Title to an Eſtate, 


ſhould' rather chuſe to reſt the Merits of his 
Cauſe on forges ones. 


About a Year hath now elapſed ſince Mr. 


Lauder's Criticiſms, before ſcattered in the 


above-mentioned Monthly Paper, have been 
collected together, and formed into an Oc- 
tavo Volume, The Admirers of the Paradiſe 
Loft have not been entirely filent: Many 
anonymous detached Pieces, in its Defence, 
L 


have 


no 
ew ona rr 
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have made their Way into the World. But 
the Authors of them have had this Difficulty 
to ſtruggle with — they have taken it for 
granted, that the Facts, on which the Cri- 
tic of Paradiſe Loft buildeth his Charge, are 
truly ſtated. This hath given him ſome De- 


gree of Merit in the Eyes of Men of Learn- 


ing—this hath procured to hint, as J hear, the 
Countenance of the Great; and encouraged 
him to open a Subſcription for the Publica- 
tion of a new Edition of ſome of thoſe Au- 


thors, who, according to him, have held 
out the Torch to Milton. Were, therefore, 


my Lord, the Inſtances of his ſhameful Im- 
poſitions on the World but once known, an 


End would be put to the Triumphs of a Man, 
who ſeemeth to take a malicious Pleaſure 


in depreciating the Merits of a Poet, whoſe 
Genius doth Honor to his Country. And 


this I can affirm, that his Triumphs would 


have ceaſed long ago, had not ſome Gentle- 


men, furniſhed with ſufficient Materials to 
detect hi; groſs Frauds, been reſtrained from 


publiſhing againſt him, partly thro' Contempt, 
an: partly thro" Compaſſion. — Compaſſion for 
one, who, perhaps, hath a Dependence on 
the Succeſs of his-Work for his Subſiſtence; 


Contempt for an Attack on the Prince of Eng- 


hf 
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liſh Poets, as unavailing as Priam's feeble 
Dart, when thrown at Pyrrhus.—However, 
I think that neither of theſe Motives ſhould 
prevail ſo far, as that the Public ſhould not 
be undeceived. Contempt is what all Criti- 
.ciſms, really unanſwerable, are affected to 
be treated with; and I ſhould be very ſorry 
that the Critic of Milton, and his Admirers 
(if he hath any) ſhould be allowed to think, 
that this is the Caſe of a Criticiſm on the 
. Paradiſe Loft. Compaſſion, I alſo think, ſhould 
be out of the Caſe here. There is ſome- 
thing ſo invidious in our Author's Scheme, 
he proſecuteth it with ſuch a Spirit of Ran- 
cor and Malice, he appeareth ſo well pleaſed 
to rob his Country of the Glory of having 
a Poem equal at leaſt, if not ſuperior to the 
nobleſt Productions of Antiquity; and, 
which is chiefly to be conſidered, he hath 
Recourſe to ſuch vile Arts, ſuch glaring In- 
poſtures, in the Proſecution of his Deſign, 
that it is the Duty of every one, who hath 
had Opportunities of detecting him, to ex- 
poſe him to public Cenſure, to brand him 
with that Infamy which he deſerveth, and 
to reſcue from his ſhameful Miſrepreſenta- 
tions the Character of a Perſon, whoſe Er- 
kors, as a Polilician, ſeem to determine ſome 
| L 2 to 
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to deny him his juſt Praiſe as a Poet; and 
whoſe Paradiſe Loft muſt be run down, 


merely becauſe penned by the Author of the 


Defenfio Populi Anglicani.— It is to be hoped, 
nay it is expected, that the elegant and ner- 
vous Writer, whoſe judicious Sentiments, 


and inimitable Stile, point out the Author 


of Lauder s Preface and Poſtſcript, will no 
longer allow one to plume himſelf with his 
Feathers, who appeareth ſo little to have de- 


ſerved his Aſſiſtance; an Aſſiſtance which, 


Lam perſuaded, would never have been com- 


municated, had there been the leaſt Suſpi- 
cion of thoſe Facts, which I have been the 
Inſtrument of conveying to the World in 


theſe Sheets; a Peruſal of which will ſatisfy 
our Critic, who was pleaſed: to ſubmit his 
Book to the Judgment of the two Univer/i- 
ties, that it hath been examined, and care- 


fully read, at leaſt, by ſome Members of the 


N h of Oxford. 


Before I conclude, ſuffer me, my Lord, only 


to offer one Conjecture, which, as it is in 


Lauder's Favor, ought not to be omitted. — 


I am ſometimes inclined to think, that if 


our Critic would be ſo ingenuous as to com- 


municate to the World, who: were his Aux- 


. iliaries 
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Hanes in the Attack on Milton, it would 
perhaps appear that he himſelf hath been im- 
poſed upon; that the Forgeries are not his 
own, but that Perſons noted for Forgeries in 
other Inſtances have been the principal Con- 
trivers of theſe. That the Jeſuits at Louvain 
were his Correſpondents, ſeemeth evident 
from the Magazines referred to above. 
Now, my Lord, I look upon it to be ex- 
tremely probable, that Men, the avowed 
Principles of whoſe Order allow of the great- 


eſt of Frauds; who, by their Diſtin#tons, 
mental Reſervations, Caſuiſti cal Quibbles, and 


probable Doctrines, can give a Merit to the 
blackeſt Deſigns: I ſay, I look upon it as 
extremely probable, that ſuch Perſons ſhould 


not ſcruple to have Recourſe to the vileſt 


Arts to depreciate the Fame of Milton :— 
Milton, whoſe generous and manly Notions, 

with regard to Religion, they could not di- 
geſt— and whom they never could forgive, 
for having ſo ſucceſsfully, in many Places of 
his Works, expoſed the Corruptions of the 
Sons of the frantic Lœyola.— And, therefore, 
I would fain hope, that Mr. Lauder, if he 
would preſerve his Character as an honeſt 


Man, will fairly confeſs that he hath been 


im — upon T ſuch Correſpondents, and re. 
ſign 
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ſign to them the Honor that he hath hitherto 
claimed to himſelf, of being the Diſcoverer 
of Milton's Imitations of the Moderns; a 
Diſcovery. effected by the laudable Art of 


FORGERY, 


J am, 


My Loxp, Cc. &c. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


May 1 — 1756. 
H1 E Demand for the above Letter, 
having induced the Bookſeller to re- 
print 1t, I have thought that I ſhould make 
this net Edition of it, more acceptable to the 
Reader, by giving ſome Account of the Con- 
ſequences which its firſt Publication, in 
1750, produced: Conſequences as honor- 
able, with regard to the Poetical Fame of 


Milton, as they were diſgraceful with re- 
gard to the Moral Character of his Critic. 5 


The Charge of peer had been urged by 
me againſt Lauder, with ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces, that there was no Way left of invalid- 
ating it, but by his ſhewing that there was 
a Variation between the ſeveral Editions of 
thoſe Books from which he had ſelected his 
Authorities, and the Editions of the ſame 
Books which had been conſulted 1 in the Bod- 
leian Library. | 


Tho' 
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Tho” ſuch a Variation could ſcarcely be 
ſuppoſed poſſible, the Bookſellers who — 
publiſhed his Eſay, willing to do every 
thing in their Power to ſatisfy the World 
that they had been impoſed upon, imme- 
diately called upon him to make his De- 
fence; and his Behavior upon that Occa- 
ſion cannot be better expreſſed than in their 
own Words, which I have tranſcribed from 
the Apology for e which they 
liſhed. 


An immediate 8 to "Bae 
« was neceſſary as well to juſtify ourſelves, 
« as to remove or confirm the Charge. 
.« Accordingly we acquainted him that if he 
« did not inſtantly put into our Hands the 
« Books from which he had taken the prin- 
e cipal Paſſages , we would publickly 
H diſclaim all Connexion with him, and ex- 
« poſe his declining the only Step left for 
„ his Defence. This Declaration brought 
0 him to us the following Day, when, with 
« great Confidence, he acknowleged the In- 
« terpalation of all the Books - and ſeemed 
to wonder at the Folly of Mankind, in 
% making ſuch an extraordinary Rout about 
te eighteen or twenty Lines. As this Man 
„ then, has been guilty of ſuch a wicked 
« Impoſi- 
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eImpoſition upon us, our Friends, and the 
« Public, and is capable of ſo daring an 
« Ayowal of it, we declare that we will 
ee have no farther Intercourſe with him, 
40 and that we now ſell his Book only as 4 
Curioſty of Fraud and Interpolation, which 
« all the Ages of Literature cannot parallel. 


London, Decemb. 1. Jon PAYNE. 
. " JoszPH Bovguer,” 


Diſclaimed thus by his Bookſellers, Lauder 
found no Protection from his Friends. For 
no ſooner was the Scene of Abuſe and Inter- 
polation diſcloſed, than the ſame laudable 
Motives which had induced ſome Gentle- 
men, well known to the learned World, to 
aſſiſt our Critic in the Publication of his 
Book, induced them to do every thing in 
their Power to forward a complete Detec- 
tion of all his Impoſtures. To the Advice 
and Influence of One Gentleman in particu- 
lar, the Touches of whoſe maſterly Pen, as! 
obſerved *, point out the Author of Lauder' s 
Preface and Poſtſcript, the World is princi- 
pally indebted, for the unreſerved Confeſ- 
ſion which this extraordinary Man made, in 
Þ a Letter to the Reverend Mr. Douglas, o- 


cafioned by his Vindication of Milton. 
* See P. 77. Þ Printed for V. Oven at Homer*s Head, 1781. 
as M In 
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„ 
In this Addreſs to his Antagoniſt, Lauder 
conſented to expreſs himſelf as followeth: 


« The Civility with which you have 


treated me, when you had conteſtable Su- 
* penority, hath inclined me to make your 


Victory complete without any farther 
Struggle, and not only publickly to acknow- 
ledge the Truth of the Charge which you 
have hitherto advanced, but to confeſs, 


* without the leaſt Diſſimulation, Subter- 


cc 


fuge or Concealment, every other Interpo- 
lation I have made in thoſe Authors which 
you have not yet had Opportunity to ex- 
amine.—On the Sincerity and Punctuali- 
ty of this Confeſſion, I am willing to de- 
pend for all the future Regard of Man- 
kind, and cannot but indulge ſome Hopes, 
that they whom my Offence hath alienat- 
ed from me, may by this Inſtance of In- 
genuity and Repentance, be propitiated 
and reconciled, —— Whatever may be 
the Event, I ſhall, at leaſt, have done all 
that can be done in Reparation of my 
former Injuries to Milton, to Truth and 
to Mankind, and entreat that thoſe who 
ſhall continue implacable, will examine 
their own Hearts, whether they have not 


committed equal Crimes without equal 
« Proofs 
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Proofs of Sorrow, or equal Acts of Atone- 
ment,—For the Violation of Truth I of- 


fer no Excuſe, becauſe I well know that 


nothing can excuſe it. Nor will I aggra- 
vate my Crime by diſingenuous Palliati- 


ons. I confeſs it, I repent it, and reſolve 


that my firſt Offence ſhall be. my laſt. 
“ More J cannot perform, and more, there- 


fore, cannot be required. I intreat the 
Pardon of all Men, whom I have by any 


Means induced to ſupport, to counte- 


nance, or patronize my Frauds, of which 
I think myſelf obliged to declare that not 
one of my Friends was conſcious. . I hope to 
deſerve by better Conduct, and more uſe- 
ful Undertakings, that Patronage which 
I have obtained from the moſt illuſtrious 
and venerable Names, by Miſrepreſenta- 
tion and Deluſion, and to appear here- 


aſter in ſuch a Character as ſhall give you 


no Reaſon to regret that your Name 1s 
frequently mentioned with that of, 


„ Reverend, SIR, 


Decemb. 29, 1750. © Yours, Sc. Sc. 


c WILLIAM LAUDER. 
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- It would be unneceſſary to tranſcribe, at 
full Length, the Liſt which Lauder hath gi- 
ven us of all his Interpolations, in the 
Pamphlet from which I have tranſcribed the 
foregoing Quotation; becauſe great Part of 
them have been already placed before the 
Reader, in the above Detection. So that if 
I confine myſelf to the Interpolations which 
he confeſſeth to have made in the Authors 
whom I had not an Opportunity to examine, 
this will give us a full and complete View 
of all the Forgeries of this ſtrange Impoſtor. 


In the 117th Page of his Effay, he had 
given us a Quotation from the Tragedies of 
Jobannes Franciſcus eee; z one Line 
of which, 


Summos dolores maximiſque gaudiis, 


15. s all His own; 3 by which Addition to the 
Text of his Fes» and by altering ano- 
ther Line | 


Mutare facile eſt pondus immenſum levi 


to mutare volupe eft, &c.; he hath been able 
to make out a Reſem blance between Nuinti- 
dàuus, and the following Paſlage of Milton: 


where thou might'ſt hope to change 
Torment with Eaſe, and ſooneſt recompence 


Dole with Delight, —— P. L. B. 4. L. 892. 
L. The 


3 ] 
The Latin Tranſlation of Theodore Beza's 
| Abrahams fſacrificans hath alſo undergone 
his Correction. For he hath confeſſed, that, 
in a Speech of Satan, quoted by him, P.119, 
from that Tragedy, he hath ee 
this Line, 


Quaſi exuiſſem omnem malitiam ex petore, 


by which Means he hoped to be able tocon- 
vince his Readers that Milton had borrowed 
from Beza, the following Paſſage; 


That Space the evil One abſtracted ſtood = 
From his own Evil. P. L. B. 9. L. 463. 


- the 88th Page of his Eſſay, we meet 

with a very extraordinary Interpolation. 
There he hath quoted, as from Ramſay, 
a Scotch Poet, 


Pallentes umbras Erebi "PEE nb 


a Line, which never exiſted but in Virgil. 
Upon my aſking him his Reaſon for being 
guilty of ſo unneceſſary a Piece of Fraud, 
he made no other Apology, but that he 
thought the Inſertion of this Line would be 
a great Improvement to the Text of Num- 
fay. Like an abandoned Pick-pocket he 
cannot abſtain from his Infamous Occn- 
pation, even when there can = no Temp- | 
tation to exerciſe it. 1 


3 


But 
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But if his Lauder hath been ſparing of Th- 
terpolations in Ramſay, Beza, and Quintianus, 
he hath made ample Amends for his Neglect 
of them, by the effectual Aſſiſtance which 
he hath obliged Maſenius and Grotius to 
lend. Having pitched upon the Sarcotis 
of the former, and the Adamus Exſut of the 
latter, inviſible to every Body in England but 
himſelf, to be the main Pillars of his Cauſe, 
he hath wiſely taken Care to make them 
both ſpeak to his Purpoſe ; and the follow- | 
ing Summary of his Confeſſion, with regard 
to theſe two Authors, while it ſheweth that 
almoſt every Quotation from them, through- 
out his Effay, is ſpurious, will at the ſame 
Time fatisfy the Reader that he had both 
Judgment to contrive, and Learning to exe- 
cute, a Series of Forgeries extremely well cal- 
culated to anſwer his villainous Intent. Let 
us, firſt, ſee what have been his honeſt E- 
mendations of Maſenius. 


I. To prove that Milton ſtole his Pandæ- 
monium from the Feſuit, our Critic had quot- 
ed this Word, P. 10, as from the marginal 
Heads of the iſt Book of the Sarcotis. With- 
out being able to ſee a Copy of this Poem, 1 
had mentioned * my Reaſons for ſuſpecting 


* See P. 68, 69. 


that 
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that no ſuch Word exiſted there. Theſe 
Suſpicions are now confirmed by Lauder's 
own Confeilion. 


II. He hath admitted that the Eight Lines 
on the War of the Beaſts, which I had 
ſhewn * to be in Hog's Tranſlation, never 
exiſted in any Majenius but his own. 


III. P. 38, of his Eſſay, he hath i —— | 


lated this Line, 


Angeli hoc efficiunt, celeſtia juſſa ſecuti, 


by the Addition of which to Maſenius's De- 
ſcription of the Univerſe in Diſorder, he 
thought to make out a Likeneſs between this, 
and a ſimilar Deſcription in the Parad:ſe 
Loft, where we read, 


Some ſay he bid his Angels turn aſcanſe 
The Poles of Earth, P. L. B. 10. L. 668. 


IV. P. 41. Amongſt many other Lines 
quoted from Maſenius he hath inſerted one of 


his own, 
Infernique canes populantur cuncta creata, 


which is a Tranſlation from 


See with what Heat theſe Dogs of Hell advance 


To waſte and havock yonder World. 
P. L. B. 10. L. 616. 
See P. 66. 
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V. P. 43, we meet with another Forgery, 


Vatibus antiquis numerantur lumine caſſis, 
Tireſias, Phineus, Thamyriſque & magnus 8 


an Improvement upon * Maſenius to make 
out a ſtrong Reſemblance between him and 
0 lton E 


| Blind Thamyris and blind Meonidas, 
And Tireſias and Phineus, Prophets old. 


P. L. B. 3 Ls 25: 
VI. Mule, * deſeribed Satan thus; 


| He above the reſt, 
In Shape and Geſture proudly eminent, 
Stood like a Tower, — P.L L. B. 1. L 589. 


and ſoon after, when he ſpeaketh of his 


Aſſociates, 5 


As when Heaven's Fire 
Hath ſcath'd the Foreſt Oaks, or Mountain © ay 


Ib. L. 612. 


our e in tae to fhow that theſe two 

. Paſſages were borrowed from Maſenius, in a 
Quotation from that Author, P. 46, hath 
given a Place to the two following Lines 
of his own Manufacture, 1 


Perfimilis turri præcelſæ, aut monibus altis 
Antiquæ cedro, nudatæ ſrondis honore. 


» Maſenius, if we may believe Lauder, hath one Line, 
Tireſias cæcus, Thamyriſque, et Daphnis, Homerus. i 
Having 


GH 

Having diſpatched Lauder's ;udiciqus Ee 
mendations. of Maſenius, according to his 
own Confeſſion, let us now, upon the ame 
unexceptionable Authority, give a Cata- 
logue of his numerous Interpalations in the 
Adamus Exſul of Grotius. He hath quot- 
ed that Poem only eleven Times, and each 
Time hath he been guilty « of the moſh 1 l 
dent Por rgery,.. 


I. P. 68, of ks Py, we et with this 
Line attributed to Grotius, | 


Quid dico? Tellus ? Orcus et pedibur tremit. 


L had been ' able to aflign Reaſons for ſuſ- 
petting that this Line was ſpurious z Lau- 


der's Confeſſion, hath it beyond Doubt. The 
Source of this Forgery is Milton's, | 


Sa trembled as he trode. 
F. L. B. z. J. 676, 


II. In thi fame Page we mect with ano- 
ther Forgery, - / v 


Nam, ne fine, | 
Regnare dignum eſt ambitu, etſi in n Tartaro: 
Aluo prwaſſe Tartaro ſiquidem juvat, 1 
Calis quam in ipſis ſervi obire munia. 


* See P. 72, 73. 


N 
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This Interpolation was made, that Aon 
might be convicted of ſtealing from Grotius, 
the following remarkable Paſſage ; 
 ——And, in my Choice, 
To reign is worth Ambition, cho in Hell: 


— AIR 2 -—- ay 
PETS P. L. B. 2. L. 261. 


Al. p. 59. 22 hath pot nerd uota- 
tion from Grotius, the two following 17 


of which he bath owned to be ſpurious; | 


Narra petenti, quo modo, quoque ordine, 
Tam magna numeris machina impleta eſt ſuis, 


This Interpolation was intended to prove 


that Milton es bod from. "the Ada 
mus Exſul, | 
Deign to deſcend now lower, and relate 


How firſt began this Heaven, which we behold 
Diſtant ſo Es oe, &c. F. L, B, 7- 1. 84. 


I. P. 61 , we have another n, 


Innominsta quæque nominibus fuis 
Libet vocare propriis vocabulis. , - 


| a literal Tranſlation. from Milton's 


Thing by their Numes Teal, cnc tunnam'd. 
4 P. L. „12. L. 140. 


EIN v 
- 
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© Cai, a ſoboles therium genus! = 5 
tranſlated from Milton's 


Olin of ad Bk fa EH 
P. L. B. 9. L. 273 


VI. hs 3 compared the Eyes of 


the Serpent to Carbuncles; 
"> * anon "Cubendes bb Era. 
P. L. B. 9. 1.3 500. 


this was a ſufficient Inducement to Lauder, 
to interpolate, P, 63, in a ang Quotation 


from the Adamus Egal. "MN at [ 
. — lo geramts rad . 


vn p. 65; he hath ee, 0 


Nasa Deol atque homine ſats l. 
E 


Theſe Lines are his own Tranſlation Sim 
Milton's 


| Daughter of God and Man k immortal Eve! 74. B. 0 L. 297; 
Empreſs of this fair. World! IIb. ages. 
Sovergign of Creatures! univerſ . Dame! Ib. L. 612. 


vn. p. 66, Mr. Lale Gratis hat 


RNationis etenim omnino paritas exigit, 
K* bruta quando beſtia evaſi loquens; 1 
Ex homine, qualis ante, te fieri Deum. 


*z which 


IN) 
which Lines never exiſtet till this. hate 
Critig, tranſlated them from, the Paradiſe 
Loft, 


2 ye ſhall be 58 = fande 825 
Internal Men, is but ne 

of * human; * human, Cob, 

L. B. % 4 pro. 


IX. Is 3 fame . be bath! 5 olat- 
ed two other Lines, in a Quotation f from 
Grotius, | t .ein n — — 12 — 


f 1 
* 


4 


Caflam, « oro, dulci lymigis jubare tui: 
ge N ? aut uh abe? 
by v which Means he Was able inks out a 
Reſemblance between this Part of the Ada- 


mus Exſul, ard the Wy Paffages from 
Milton; 5 þÞ0 ed e 8 [7 


4311 44 142K 4 44 8 
Whetnon I low, hy gp Looks, hy A 
-forlorn of the, 

Whither ſhall I betake me ? 7 cubGR? 
oi 8 £7 S236 y & | 1 WW. P. L. B. to. A . 


3 p. 69, he hath. forged five Lines for 


Gin, b 1 © 4 1? 


10 52 


10. 4 of 0 hid! 1012210 
Tu namque Gal numini contrarius, | 
Miau ea noeinud g eſt egi horemion. 
(Adeoque n iſera magis, quippe miſeriæ comes 
Origoque ſcelos elt, lirida _ ol 
— Deunique: dal feelere, teque, VI fl rr 2 


3 8 4 4 
Heid — 74 We 


95 J 
edn the Original in Milton, | 


- 


| | «bhi > me nec” nat 
6p Hatred for this Mis'ry befallen; 
On me, alfeady loft! acl. than ket 
More miſerable ! Both have ſinn'd, but thou 
Againſt God only ; I againſt God and hee. 


A . 68, he quoteth from Grotius, | 


Gadd cameda, nn,, ge dirs aer EM 


When he obſerved, that Arms and 4s Mad 


T fng, is no mote = Tranſlation he tas 
dens co cano, than Milton's 


u mar 1 78 or drigky or ſhall iE 
I: propagated (Curſe! P. L. B. 10. L. 726. 


15 . e of the: above: Aae 

he Was not aware that the Time would 
come when he ſhould be obliged to con- 

feſs, that the Latin is his own Tranſlation 
_ fromthe Hxgliſb, and that this and Ten 
gather groß Forgeries were neceſſary be- 
fore he could make out any Reſemblance 
enn — e nene 
En! Efe 111 


| ed Beer bat gle bessa 8 
d in full Polſetfiorr of all the Merit which 
| 2 — cams 1. +- 


A Pe- | : 4 


1 561 


a Penitent, 1 in which: we have laſt viewed 
him, if it could not reſtore him to Fame, 
might have intitled him to Pity. But his 
ſubſequent Conduẽt 9 him even of | 


this. 


He had hers: ſanguin in his Hopes: that 
the unreſerved Confeſſion of his Forgeries 
would more than atòne for his having 
been guilty of them; and that being thus 
reinſtated in the public Favor, his Sub- 
ſcription for a new Edition of the Sarcetis 
of Maſenius, the Adamus Exful of Grotius, 
and of his other Auxiliaries againſt Million, 
would meet with the ſame a, 
which probably it: might have met with, if 
his J e e of. n had: not — 
detected. d bil. ä 
1. nne 
But the Olriaſiy of the Public to ſee 
any of theſe Poems, was at an End. The 
anly thing which had ſtampt a Value up- 
an them, was the Suppoſition that Milton 
had thought them worthy of his Imita- 
tion. As, therefore, it now appeared by 
the Detection of Lawder's Syſtem of For- 
gery, that Milton had not imitated them, it 
was no wonder that the Deſign of reprint- 


ing them ſhould meet with little or no Succeſs. 
Grown 


* +» 
8 4 4 "x « my &. 4 £4 % 


— 


712 * * 


4 
- Grown. deſperate by kis Diſappolnineus | 
this very Man whom, but a little before, 
we have ſeen as abject in the Confeſſion 
of his Forgeries as he had been bold in 
the Contrivance of them, with an Incon- 
ſiſtence, equalled only by his 1 mpudence, 
renewed' his Attack upon the Author of 
the Paradiſe Loft; and in a Pamphlet * pub- 
| liſhed for that Purpoſe, acquainted the 
World that the True Reaſon which had 
excited him to contrive his Forge y, was, 
becauſe Milton had attacked the Charac- 
ter of Charles the Firſt, by interpolating 
Pamela's Prayer from the Arcadia, in an 
Edition of the E:kon Bajilike : Hoping, no 
doubt, by this curious Key to his Conduct, 
to be received into Favor, if not by the Friends 
of Truth, at leaſt by the Idolaters of the 
Royal Mar tyr . 14 


The ingenious Gentleman who had adviſed 
dur Critic to make his Confeſſion, and had 
even aſſiſted him in drawing it up, having 
for this Act of Friendſhip fallen under his 


Cenſure, in the Performance juſt mention- 
ed; and the Zeal of this wild Party-man 


4 King Charles I. vindicated from the Charge of Plagiar- 
iſm, brought againſt him by Milton; and Milton himſelf con- 
victed, &c. c.— Printed for V. Owen at Homer's Head, 


within Temple Bar, 1754. | 
againſt 


an Hopor, r: 
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